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Celebrating Good for Nothings in North London 
Young volunteers from across north London are being invited to an exciting event to celebrate the positive contributions of young people who have proved that they really can be ‘good for nothing’.

Supported by V, the national youth volunteering charity and BTCV, vinvolved north London works to promote and support youth volunteering for 16 to 25 year olds in Barnet, Haringey, Enfield and Waltham Forest.  

The North London vinvolved team is saying thank you to young people who have given their time and commitment to a huge range of charities and local organisations helping to make a real difference to their community. 

In order to do this vinvolved North London will be running a celebration event in recognition of the positive contribution these young volunteers have made. 

The Good for Nothing Celebration Event will be held at the Camden Centre on Sunday 28th June 2009 for over 100 young volunteers from Barnet, Enfield, Haringey and Waltham Forest. 

We are also being supported by:

· Southgate College (catering)

· Youth Entertainment Sound System (YESS) (entertainment)

· The North London Youth Action Team U2V and other young people (logistical support) 

Katie McGlade, Youth Volunteer Advisor for vinvolved North London says, “These young people have given their valuable time to make positive contributions to the community and we want to reward their efforts with a day where they can have fun and meet other young people.” 

Members of U2V (You to volunteer) the Youth Action Team for vinvolved North London are currently planning a recruitment fair for young volunteers which will take place on 22nd August 2009 at Bruce Castle Park. Two of their members, Erina and Lovetta say: “We all enjoy meeting up weekly to watch our project grow and evolve. But most of all we just have lots of fun!”
Elaine Harman, Team Leader for Haringey Connexions Drop-in Services says, “vinvolved offers a wide range of opportunities that enable young people to acquire new skills and gain that all important experience needed for today's job market.”

  
Leonie de Boton, Development Manager with Age Concern’s Intergen project that aims to bring older and younger members of the community together, says “The young volunteers we have (at Age Concern Enfield) bring enthusiasm, dedication and fun to the project and given all the school pressures they face, the fact that they regularly commit to volunteering is an inspiration to others. They are all fantastic role models for their peers.”
ENDS
For more information on vinvolved North London visit www.btcv.org/vinvolved
or contact Katie McGlade at BTCV vinvolved North London, 80 York Way, London, N1 9AG Tel: 0207 278 4294 Email: vinvolved-north-london@btcv.org.uk, k.mcglade@btcv.org.uk 
Katie Hallam, BTCV PR Officer, k.hallam@btcv.org.uk, 01302 388833
NOTES TO EDITORS

v is an independent charity aiming to inspire a new generation of volunteers (aged 16-25) in England. We do this by funding voluntary organisations all over England to create inspiring, diverse opportunities and by helping to overcome barriers that stop people from taking action to improve lives, communities and the planet. Our aim is to create a culture where volunteering comes naturally – and where the benefits of volunteering are understood and celebrated. 

v was launched in May 2006 as a result of the Russell Commission report, A National Framework for Youth Action and Engagement.

In June 2007, v announced a £75 million new funding programme to build on the success of the Millennium Volunteers programme. vinvolved, the national youth volunteering programme, created a new framework for youth volunteering, which the Russell Commission considered key to delivering a ’step change in the quantity, quality and diversity of youth volunteering opportunities’. 

In April 2008, Strand One of the vinvolved funding created an England-wide network, so that in every local authority area and London borough, young people and organisations can access the same high quality support, advice and guidance.  These new teams are called “vinvolved teams” and work with young people from their local area to champion youth-led action by:- 

1.Creating new volunteering opportunities across all sectors:

· Increasing the quality, quantity and diversity of volunteering opportunities for young people;

· Supporting networking, training, capacity building, and the sharing good practice to create a vibrant youth volunteering community.

2. Brokering 16-25s into opportunities:

·     Finding the right opportunities for new and existing volunteers;

·     Supporting 16-25s in setting up their own projects.

3. Championing youth-led action

· Each team will recruit a Youth Action Team (YAT), made up of young volunteers who will help to develop, influence and support their activities.

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers. It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places. BTCV’s has a track record for excellence in youth volunteering and currently manages vinvolved teams around the country as well as a range of other projects that aim to help young people to be active in their communities. 

Our work across the UK includes:

· Youth volunteering and engagement projects

· Volunteer environmental action teams 

· BTCV’s  Green Gym™ health improvement projects

· Supporting hundreds of communities to improve their local area

· Formal and informal training from hedgelaying to NVQs in Environmental Conservation

· Programmes to help people gain skills and find work

· Online shop supplying trees, plants, conservation handbooks and tools.

BTCV also runs UK & International Conservation Holidays

 
INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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