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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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BTCV recognises Green Hero partner organisations 

Inspirational people making a difference to their environment, locally & globally

Environmental charity BTCV has hailed volunteers and partners from the across the UK as Green Heroes.

BTCV is 50 years old this year and works with around 300,000 volunteers across the UK.  Its annual Green Hero Awards recognise people and groups who have made a special contribution to their local environment, often in the face of challenges and difficulties.

The awards highlight the diverse nature of BTCV and pay tribute to the people that help make BTCV the world’s most successful practical volunteering charity.
Among the BTCV partner organisations singled out for praise by independent panel of judges was Broxtowe Borough Council in Nottinghamshire.
BTCV and Broxtowe Borough Council has worked together for 25 years and in 2008-2009 BTCV delivered 59 projects days across seven council sites.  The council recognises the value of volunteering and the partnership continues to flourish.

The Garden of Eden Allotment project in Carrickfergus, County Antrim, won BTCV Green Hero’s Project of the Year.
The project, run by CVNI (BTCV operates as CVNI in Northern Ireland) was set up in October 2008. It involves residents of sheltered accommodation and people involved with a drug and alcohol rehabilitation group in practical work to improve their mental health.

Volunteers have created an allotment and now produce fruit and vegetables. The project, which is supported by Carrickfergus Borough Council, has improved the physical abilities of those involved by providing a means of gentle exercise and fresh organic produce which volunteers take home.

BTCV Chief Executive Tom Flood said: “BTCV Green Heroes are remarkable people. It’s easy to feel overwhelmed in the face of climate change, but Green Heroes demonstrate the difference individuals and groups can make.”

Representatives from the groups will now be invited to a prestigious award ceremony at Country Living magazine’s Christmas Fair on November 11 in London where they will be presented with an award by celebrity gardener, Charlie Dimmock. 

BTCV is Country Living’s charity of the year.

Ends
Note to Editors

For further information, interviews or case studies please contact the BTCV press office at pressoffice@btcv.org or call 01302 388 824.
INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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