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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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BTCV recognises its International Green Heroes

Inspirational people making a difference to their environment, locally & globally

Environmental charity BTCV has named its Green Heroes and recognised the outstanding work of Iceland-based volunteer Chas Goemans.
BTCV (formerly the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers) is 50 years old this year and works with around 300,000 volunteers across the UK and abroad.  
Its annual Green Hero Awards recognise people and groups who have made a special contribution to their local environment, often in the face of challenges and difficulties.

The awards highlight the diverse nature of BTCV. Among the winners was Chas Goemans who joined BTCV as a volunteer 21 years ago. Chas now works for the Icelandic Ministry of Environment where he manages volunteering in national parks. 
Chas initially volunteered with BTCV in the UK and later became an International Leader on BTCV holidays.

One year he led 10 international projects and on a particular trip he fell in love with Iceland.

He stayed in the country and developed BTCV conservation holidays there. 

By exporting BTCV to Iceland, Chas has developed BTCV’s International Programme which now has a worldwide following. 

Chas has ensured those on BTCV trips have the holiday of a lifetime. Furthermore he’s helped equip them with new skills, knowledge, standards and inspiration which they can take with them and build on in their respective countries, future volunteering or careers. 

His contribution to environmental volunteering has been recognised by the Icelandic government who have now secured his employment and experience. 

Chas has built a strong programme in Iceland which still operates successfully. 

Volunteers are an important part of the practical management of Iceland's protected areas and each summer, volunteer groups work on projects throughout the country in Iceland's national parks and nature reserves. 

Volunteer teams work closely with local staff on a variety of practical management tasks including trail building, wilderness management and heritage management projects. For more information about BTCV International Holiday visit www.btcv.org or call BTCV Customer Services on 01302 388 883.
Winners, including Chas, will now be invited to a prestigious award ceremony at Country Living magazine’s Christmas Fair on November 11 in London where they will be presented with an award by celebrity gardener, Charlie Dimmock.  BTCV is Country Living’s charity of the year.

Ends
Note to Editors

For further information, interviews or case studies please contact the BTCV press office at pressoffice@btcv.org or call 01302 388 824.
INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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