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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports over 140,000 volunteers

every year to take hands on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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Get in touch with your wild side!

- during Wild Week (22-28 October), in association with BBC’s Breathing Places

Looking forward to watching Autumnwatch but want to experience the real thing?  Why not slip off the sofa, get involved and ‘Do One Thing’ for the environment, as part of Wild Week (22-28 October).

To meet the ever-growing interest in wildlife, and to coincide with the BBC’s new landmark series The Nature of Britain, two of the UK’s largest conservation organisations – The Wildlife Trusts and BTCV – have joined forces to organise hundreds of events between 22-28 October.  
In association with BBC Breathing Places, The Wildlife Trusts and BTCV are encouraging everyone to get outdoors and get in touch with their ‘wild’ side.  Whether it’s foraging for fungi or helping to lay a hedge, there are events aimed at all ages, from family fun days to wildlife identification courses.

Wild Week is ideally timed, as autumn is a great time of year to get outside and enjoy nature.  Woodlands are a riot of red and gold, berries are ripening and animals are stocking their larders for winter.  Wetlands and rivers are alive with thousands of migrant birds.  Before the onset of winter, autumn is the ideal time to try practical conservation work.  From creating a pond to laying a path, The Wild Week is the time to roll up your sleeves and get stuck in!

Kevin Jones, BTCV’s Operations Director, said: “This really is a great opportunity to get out and “do one thing” for the environment. All the projects on offer have qualified leaders with all the skills needed to give you a great day out. You don’t need to be super fit to join in, all you need is enthusiasm and a bit of time.”
Julie Fulton, The Wildlife Trusts’ head of people and wildlife, said: “People are realising there’s a wealth of wildlife on their doorstep and, with the help of The Wild Week events, they can find out more about how to help improve their own environment and protect the UK’s wildlife.  People are fascinated by wildlife, as demonstrated by the incredible popularity of programmes like Autumnwatch.  The Wild Week provides an ideal opportunity for everyone who feels inspired to get involved with nature locally.”
Organised events include:

· Tuesday 23 October – Create an educational garden at Clifton Country Park in Manchester 

· Friday 26 October – Nut Hunt. Coed Tyddyn Halen, North Wales.

· Friday 26 October – Find wildlife using tracking and signs, Fyne Court, Somerset

· Saturday 27 October – Gather seeds to establish an informal tree nursery at Mote Park, Kent

As well as The Wildlife Trusts and BTCV, lots of nature and wildlife groups will be hosting organised events. To find a Wild Week event near you log on to the new Breathing Places website: www.breathingplaces.org. A list of Wild Week events is also available at The Wildlife Trusts (www.wildlifetrusts.org) and BTCV (www.btcv.org) websites.

For further information please contact:

Helen Mitchell

PR Manager, BTCV

Tel: 01491 821612

Email: h.mitchell@btcv.org.uk
Adam Cormack







communications & campaigns officer, The Wildlife Trusts

Tel: 01636 670063

Email: acormack@wildlifetrusts.org
Notes to Editors 

· BBC Breathing Places

What is BBC Breathing Places?  BBC Breathing Places is a four year campaign to inspire people to connect with nature. Developed in partnership with a wide group of wildlife and conservation organisations, the campaign encourages new audiences to get involved in doing one thing for nature, whilst providing opportunities for BBC Breathing Places to be created across the UK. 
What is a Breathing Place?  A Breathing Place is great for wildlife and people. It has an active community of people creating, enjoying and maintaining it. 
What do people say about Breathing Places?  ‘Breathing Places is not only hugely important in its own right, but because it gives us an important model – one with a core set of outcomes and some very simple messages, with scope for people to tailor these to their own individual setting, with many small projects working towards what amounts to a massive canvas.’ (Defra – Working with the Grain of Nature)
· BTCV - Inspiring People, Improving Places. www.btcv.org
BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity.  BTCV supports over 220,000 volunteers a year taking hands-on action to improve their urban and rural environments, and operates a Community Network supporting local groups. BTCV offers regular conservation tasks, UK and International Conservation Holidays, the BTCV Green Gym®, training opportunities, and an on-line shop making products and services accessible to all. Tel: 01302 388 883. e-mail: information@btcv.org.uk
· The Wildlife Trusts www.wildlifetrusts.org 
There are 47 local Wildlife Trusts across the whole of the UK, the Isle of Man and Alderney. We are working for an environment rich in wildlife for everyone.  With 670,000 members, we are the largest UK voluntary organisation dedicated to conserving the full range of the UK’s habitats and species, whether they be in the countryside, in cities or at sea. 108,000 of our members belong to our junior branch, Wildlife Watch.  We manage 2,200 nature reserves covering more than 80,000 hectares; we stand up for wildlife; we inspire people about the natural world and we foster sustainable living.
INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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