Volunteer for a better environment
 
Hard-working volunteers have been helping Skelton Grange Environment Centre to provide an inspiring natural environment for visiting children to explore.  The environmental education centre in South Leeds has been holding a range of volunteering events, and there’s still time to get involved!  Volunteers have been constructing new footpaths, creating a storytelling area, and cutting the hedgerows back into shape.
 
The volunteering events have been supported by GreenPrints, a partnership of five of the country’s leading not-for-profit organisations that provides funding and support for over 700 projects, dedicated to helping young people improve green spaces in our communities.  SITA Trust, v the youth volunteering charity, BTCV, The Wildlife Trusts and the BBC’s Breathing Places campaign, have joined forces to run one of the most integrated, supportive and intuitive funding programmes in the country.
 
The next event will be on 16th November, when volunteers can help to construct a footpath and create new habitats for hedgehogs and minibeasts!  This will be followed by a two-day tree planting extravaganza on 31st November and 1st December, when a new woodland will be created. The events are aimed at 16-25 year olds, but all over 16s are welcome, and lunch will be included.  Volunteers must book a place by emailing skelton@btcv.org.uk or by ringing 0113 2430815.  
 
“These events are a great opportunity for people to try out volunteering, and to help keep Skelton Grange’s wildlife area looking great for visiting children,” said Project Officer Toby Roberts.  “You don’t need to have any experience, just come and give it a try!”
 
Skelton Grange Environment Centre is an innovative environmental education project in South Leeds, which is a partnership between BTCV and National Grid with support from Leeds City Council. It offers a range of fun, hands-on environmental education activities for schoolchildren which aim to encourage an interest in the natural world.  More information can be found on the centre’s website at www.skeltongrange.org.uk.
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Notes
 
Skelton Grange Environment Centre is managed by BTCV in partnership with National Grid, with support from Leeds City Council. If you would like any further information, please contact Caroline Crossley at BTCV, Skelton Grange Environment Centre, Skelton Grange Road, Leeds, LS10 1RS. Tel 0113 243 0815. E-mail skelton@btcv.org.uk   
Web site: www.skeltongrange.org.uk

GreenPrints uses the experience and expertise of five organisations to encourage more 16 to 25 year olds to volunteer their time and energy to improving green-spaces in their local communities:
·         SITA Trust and v, the youth volunteering charity fund the programme by each providing £1million 
·         SITA Trust and BTCV manage the overall programme
·         BTCV and the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts support the practical delivery of the projects by providing mentor-support for volunteers 
·         The BBC will include the programme within their national Breathing Places campaign
 
It is anticipated that within the two-year programme, up to 600 one or two day environmental projects will be delivered under the Events stream of the programme and around 120 longer term Flagship projects will be funded. 
 
BTCV is a unique international volunteering organisation providing the bridge between global environmental ideals and local reality. BTCV's vision is a better environment where people are valued, included and involved. Each year BTCV successfully delivers thousands of projects and activities across the UK and in dozens of countries across the world. Founded in 1959, we work with over 130,000 volunteers every year to create a more sustainable future by inspiring people and improving places. 

For over 30 years National Grid has developed environmental education centres on its electricity substation sites. A network of 6 centres exists, which run in partnership with local education authorities, environmental charities and other organisations. This network is one of the largest providers of environmental education in England and Wales. Around 50,000 visitors a year benefit from the unique setting and the staff expertise provided by these facilities. Programmes for schools are designed to support key National Curriculum targets while informal education activities are available for other community groups supporting the ethos of life long learning. Sites range from a few acres in an urban setting to 80 acres of meadows and ancient woodland. All provide a safe and secure environment for all age groups to learn about their natural world.

Maintaining and enhancing bio-diversity is central to Leeds City Council's overall aim of more sustainable development. Skelton Grange Environmental Education Centre has attracted an estimated 50,000 visitors, many from the Leeds area. 

Leeds City Council has a direct role to play in environmental issues and bio-diversity through the management of parks, open space and woodland across the district. It is responsible for a large proportion of the districts designated nature conservation sites, from internationally and nationally important sites to those of regional or local importance. The City Council can also contribute to action for bio-diversity through life-long learning and initiatives to achieve sustainable development in areas such as housing and development.  Community planning provides an opportunity to build bio-diversity into work at a local level.
