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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.

NATIONAL PRESS OFFICE: BTCV, Howbery Park, Wallingford OX10 8BA
 
Tel: 01491 821612   Fax: 01491 839646   e-mail: information@btcv.org.uk www.btcv.org
Your local office is:

EMBARGOED UNTIL 1 APRIL 2009

BTCV WILL HELP 50,000 FIND WORK, 

AND IMPROVE HEALTH OF HALF A MILLION PEOPLE, SAYS CHIEF EXECUTIVE.

BTCV’s chief executive Tom Flood says the UK’s leading green volunteering charity has set itself bold targets to help tackle some of the major problems facing society. On the eve of launching BTCV’s Strategic Plan (2009-2013), at a House of Commons reception on 1 April, he said:

“This year marks our 50th anniversary - five decades of inspiring people and improving places. In that time we have consistently supported people improving their local environment and achieving a more active, healthy and skilled society - with tangible economic beneﬁts [1].

 “As well as improving our common environment, volunteering with BTCV helps increase resilience to the challenges of modern society, like anxiety and depression, by improving fitness and mental health [2]. It also helps a broad range of people develop new skills to improve their life chances, including the long term unemployed and most vulnerable in society. 

“Our new targets reflect our continuing long term goal to make a difference to the widest range of people in society. Our vision remains simple – to create a better environment where people are valued, included and involved.”

In the next four years BTCV is aiming to:

· Improve the environment in 75,000 places

· Provide opportunities for 500,000 people to become ﬁtter and improve their mental health

· Actively support 1.5 million people in environmental action

· Move 50,000 people into employment.

Hilary Benn, Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, will be speaking at the launch of BTCV’s Strategic Plan. He says, “Volunteering to look after our natural environment is great not just for our physical and mental health, but also for the health of our communities and our economy. I want to congratulate BCTV on 50 years of inspiring work and for this ambitious new plan which promises even greater achievements in the years to come.”
1 of 3....
2 of 3...
Practically and locally grounded, BTCV has built great authority on a UK- wide scale by engaging with people from the broadest range of backgrounds, abilities, cultures and needs, including the most deprived and neglected communities. 

Tom Flood says, “In an increasingly interdependent world, our society faces huge challenges: climate change, social cohesion, inequality and unemployment.  
“We will touch the lives of 1.5 million individuals over the next four years. Our aim is to transform the outcomes available to them, their communities and society as a whole. For BTCV, this is our investment case and our passion.”

ENDS

For further information:

Helen Mitchell, PR Manager, BTCV T: 01491 821612  E: h.mitchell@btcv.org.uk
Simon Toseland, BTCV Media Consultant  M:  07930 323065  
E: simontoseland@blueyonder.co.uk
Notes to editors

There will be BTCV volunteers at the launch, speaking about how working with BTCV has transformed their lives and led to sustained employment opportunities. Please contact the BTCV Media Office for more details or to arrange an interview.

2009 is BTCV’s 50th Anniversary.   Help us bring out the green in people and places by supporting our Mud, Sweat and Cheers campaign www.btcv.org/mudsweatcheers

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  


Our work includes
-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK
-       UK & International Conservation Holidays
-       BTCV Green Gym
-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed  

        people get back into work 

· Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org
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[1] Madden M, Saxton J & Sen A ‘BTCV Impact Report’, npf Synergy, 2008.

Npf Synergy assessed a five-year BTCV programme called ‘People’s Places’, that worked with over 750 groups, benefiting over 900,000 people, mainly in deprived areas. An evaluation of the programme highlighted the following benefits:

· Reduced crime = £19m

One in 15 groups said their project had reduced crime or improved community safety, with reported crime falling by a significant percentage 

· Improved leisure = £12m     

A third of People’s Places communities created a new space, leading to improved leisure facilities for tens of thousands of people

· Increased employment = £2m

Around 50 people found work as a direct result of volunteering through People’s Places 

The total investment in People’s Places was £7.7m

The total social return, outlined above, was £33.4m

Social return on investment = 400%

Every £1 invested in People’s Places generated £4.

[2] BTCV’s Green Gyms gives people a free physical work-out while they work on environmental projects. In the ten years since the first Green Gym was launched near Reading, 95 have been established in the UK. Over 10,000 people have worked on improving some 2,500 green spaces – as well as their own health and fitness. Twenty of the projects are now run entirely by the volunteers, and Green Gyms have also spread to schools, providing a new way to tackle inactivity in children.

Local GP surgeries and health centres often refer patients to Green Gyms, as do specialist charities such as the British Heart Foundation and the National Schizophrenia Society. Seven out of ten people referred by a health professional were new to volunteering. 
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