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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.

NATIONAL PRESS OFFICE: BTCV, Howbery Park, Wallingford OX10 8BA
 
Tel: 01491 821612   Fax: 01491 839646   e-mail: information@btcv.org.uk www.btcv.org
GOVERNMENT MINISTER DROPS IN FOR LUNCH 

Jonathan Shaw, Minister for the South East, visited The Singleton Environment Centre in Ashford, run by BTCV, for lunch on Wednesday 17th June as part of a tour of developments in the town.  Ashford is one of the four key growth areas in the South East, alongside the Thames Gateway, Milton Keynes and Stansted/M11 corridor.
Having been given a tour of key town centre developments, the Minister called in on The Singleton Environment Centre for lunch where he was greeted by BTCV ELSE Operations Director Kate MacKenzie and BTCV Centre Manager Daniel Jones.
Mr Shaw was interested to hear about the partnership between BTCV and Ashford Borough Council in running the centre, the ecological design and operation of the centre and the wide range of business and community events being held there.  Representatives from Ashford Borough Council and Ashford’s Future (Ashford's Future is a partnership between the local council, government agencies and others from the public and private sector to support the delivery of housing and economic growth in Ashford) joined Mr Shaw in enjoying a Kentish lunch freshly prepared from local produce by the centre’s Footprints restaurant.

BTCV Centre Manager Daniel Jones said: “We were delighted that Mr Shaw could visit the centre and enjoy lunch with us during his visit to Ashford.  He was particularly interested in the concept of the centre and the innovative partnership between BTCV as a charity and ABC as a local authority in working together to operate the centre.”
Ends

Notes to Editors

For further information:

Daniel Jones, d.jones@btcv.org.uk , T: 01233 666 519 
BTCV – Celebrating 50 Years of Mud, Sweat and Cheers! 

2009 is BTCV’s 50th Anniversary.   Help us bring out the green in people and places by supporting our Mud, Sweat and Cheers campaign www.btcv.org/mudsweatcheers
BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  

Our work includes:
-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK

-       UK & International Conservation Holidays

-       BTCV Green Gym

-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping  

        unemployed people get back into work 

-      Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and 
        tools.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org

INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE




PATRON: HRH The Duke of Edinburgh KG, KT ( PRESIDENT: The Lord Norrie
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