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media release

23rd March 2009
Lambeth children create Greener Gardening Showpiece

Youngsters from Lambeth primary schools who have turned their hand to wildlife gardening may find the fruits of their labours at the heart of one of the Royal Horticultural Society’s shows.

BTCV, the UK’s leading environmental volunteering charity,  is creating the show garden at the RHS Greener Gardening Show in London,  31 March - - 1 April  and is basing the design around a ‘Wildlife City’ featuring habitat boxes built by local schoolchildren.

The event, being held at Lawrence Hall in Greycoat Street, is one of four RHS London shows re-launched this year to follow specific themes. BTCV celebrates its 50th birthday this year and was invited to create the central display for the ‘Greener Gardening’ event because  of its experience of involving people all over the UK in wildlife gardening and conservation.

The challenge was accepted by BTCV’s Trust for Urban Ecology (TRUE). Already planning a series of workshops with Lambeth Schools – ‘Flights of Fancy’ – to promote the benefit of birds, TRUE Manager Ben Dewhurst saw an ideal opportunity to promote the work of the children as well as the greener gardening aims.

The ‘Wildlife City’ garden will feature ‘des res’ tower blocks that provide housing for everything from birds to bees and lacewings to frogs, complete with landscaped grounds of reed beds, willow walls and a fern garden. There will even be a loggery, just waiting to rot down and provide an ideal habitat for Stag Beetles.

The garden – which will be built by volunteers and staff at TRUE – provides ideas for wildlife gardening in small spaces, tricks for low maintenance ‘sustainable’ gardening and family entertainment.

The ‘sky scrapers’ will comprise purpose-built habitat boxes for various species, the lawn areas carpeted with sedum, heather and wildflowers and the soil-less wildlife pond built to be attractive to frogs, newts and bugs but also safe for toddlers! The reed beds and willow around the pond will also benefit from a grey-water recycling irrigation system.
Ends.
more...

For more information or photos please contact:

TRUE Manager - Ben Dewhurst

Tel 0208 293 1904

Mob 07801 686031.

Email: b.dewhurst@btcv.org.uk
Notes to Editors:

Event: RHS Greener Gardening Show

31st March and 1st April

Lawrence Hall, Greycoat Street, near Victoria.

Trust for Urban Ecology

Founded in 1976, the Trust manages a number of nature parks for the community within south-east London. They also provide work placements, a landscape design and management service, and practical volunteering and training opportunities. It is a subsidiary Charitable Company of BTCV.

www.urbanecology.org.uk
[image: image1.jpg]Q/e/mf 7 f 7. eq/{ )

MUD. SWEAT& CHEERS!




2009 is BTCV’s 50th Anniversary.   Help us bring out the green in people and places by supporting our Mud, Sweat and Cheers campaign www.btcv.org/mudsweatcheers

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  


Our work includes
-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK
-       UK & International Conservation Holidays
-       BTCV Green Gym
-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed  

        people get back into work 

· Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.
Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk www.btcv.org

Flights of Fancy project

Programme of workshops and talks in schools in Lambeth to promote the benefit of birds.

Funded by Heritage Lottery Fund. Organised by Purple Broccoli Theatre Ltd. Workshops given in Partnership with Trust for Urban Ecology.

Schools involved:

Clapham Manor Primary School, Belmont Road.

Fenstanton Primary School, Abbots Park.

Jessop Primary School, Lowden Road.

Johanna Primary School, Johanna Street, Lower Marsh.

Loughborough Primary School, Minet Road.

Paxton Primary School, Woodland Road.

St Marks CofE Primary School, Harleyford Road.

St Stephens CofE Primary School, Dorset Road.

Stockwell Primary School. Stockwell Road.

Telferscot Primary School, Telferscot Road House,

Walnut Tree Primary School, Walnut Tree Walk.

Wyvil Primary School, Wyvil Road.







INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE




PATRON: HRH The Duke of Edinburgh KG, KT ( PRESIDENT: The Lord Norrie

Reg. Office: BTCV, Sedum House, Mallard Way, Doncaster DN4 8DB ( Reg. Charity England 261009 & Scotland SC039302

Registered in England as a Company Limited by Guarantee 976410 ( Recycled paper
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE







