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Bill Oddie presents Network Rail Environment Award to local volunteers
Environment charity BTCV has won a Network Rail Environment Award for its work at a site in Great Stukeley, Cambridgeshire.

Volunteers from BTCV’s Bedford team have been working to protect a railway embankment which is a Site of Special Scientific Interest.  Their achievements have now been recognised with the winning of the Biodiversity Protection category in Network Rail’s national environment awards.  The nominees were announced by wildlife presenter Bill Oddie and the award was presented by Iain Coucher, Network Rail Chief Executive, at a ceremony at the Natural History Museum in London. 
Ed Green, BTCV Bedford Project Officer, said: “It shows what a difference a small group of people, working together as a team, can make to local wildlife and habitats.  The volunteers aren’t trained professionals – just people who have decided to give their time and made an amazing contribution.  It’s great to see them getting this recognition. We would love to hear from people or groups interested in joining the project.”
The Network Rail judging panel praised BTCV ‘for demonstrating good practice and adopting a scientific approach to conserving the grassland habitat at Great Stukeley, near Huntingdon. The work has enhanced and protected the wildlife in the area and given volunteers the opportunity to improve their skills and environmental knowledge’.
Dr Tom Charman from Natural England’s Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire Land Management Team said: “Natural England is very pleased to be working in partnership with BTCV and Network Rail to safeguard this special site.  Chalk grassland is a rare habitat in Huntingdonshire that supports some fantastic plants and animals.  However, it requires regular management otherwise scrub and coarse grasses begin to take over.  BTCV and Network Rail are working hard to prevent this from happening and it is great to see that a range of wildflowers and insects, such as pyramidal orchids and the marbled white butterfly, have already benefited.”  
Network Rail’s Off Track team usually deals with issues such as fly tipping, graffiti and fencing, and it was recognised that the 36 hectare area was in need of some specialist attention.  They have therefore been working in partnership with Natural England and BTCV to manage the land.  Because of the dangers of working so close to the railway, the Off Track team ensure that the charity volunteers are given a safety briefing before starting work, and are supervised by a controller of site safety at all times. 
BTCV volunteers have carried out more than 350 volunteer work days on this site in the last two years, cutting and removing grass (the wildflowers need low nutrient soils) and managing the invasive scrub. They will also be involved with fencing off some of the area with a view to introducing animals to graze the site.
There are lots of opportunities to get involved in this and other exciting BTCV projects in the area.  For details call Ed Green on T: 01234 327300 or visit the BTCV website: www.btcv.org
For further info:

Ed Green, BTCV Bedford T: 01234 327300 M: 07740 899633 E: e.green@btcv.org.uk
Katie Hallam, BTCV Public Relations Officer  T: 01302 388 833 E: k.hallam@btcv.org.uk
Notes to editors

Photo shows (r to l):

Bill Oddie, with John Anderson (BTCV Volunteer) and Ed Green (BTCV Bedford Project Officer) receiving the award from Iain Coucher (Network Rail Chief Executive).
BTCV 

Inspiring People, Improving Places.  BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity.  BTCV connects people with place, builds healthy, sustainable communities, and increases people’s life skills.  It aims to create a better environment where people from all cultures feel valued, included and involved.  BTCV supports 140,000 volunteers a year taking hands-on action to improve their urban and rural environments, and a Community Network supports local groups.  BTCV offers regular conservation tasks, UK and International Conservation Holidays, the BTCV Green Gym®, training opportunities and an on-line Shop making products and services accessible to all.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk  www.btcv.org
About Network Rail

Network Rail is the 'not for dividend' owner and operator of Britain's railway infrastructure, which includes the tracks, signals, tunnels, bridges, viaducts, level crossings and stations - the largest of which we also manage 

We aim to provide a safe, reliable and efficient rail infrastructure for freight and passenger trains to use 

Our website: http://www.networkrail.co.uk 

Natural England
Natural England works for people, places and nature to conserve and enhance biodiversity, landscapes and wildlife in rural, urban, coastal and marine areas. We conserve and enhance the natural environment for its intrinsic value, the wellbeing and enjoyment of people, and the economic prosperity it brings.

For further information contact: The National Press Office on 0845 603 9953, press@naturalengland.org.uk, out of hours 07970 098005
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