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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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Mayor’s Olympics Advisor volunteers to bring outdoor classroom to life
Children from All Saint’s Primary School in Barnet will enjoy a revived nature area and woodland thanks to environmental volunteering charity BTCV and with help from  Neale Coleman, Olympics Advisor to the Mayor of London, who is joining in tomorrow as part of Volunteer Week.

Neale will join BTCV tomorrow in the last stages of the project which they have been working on for the last two weeks. 

Before work on the school garden began, a woodland and natural pond adjacent to the school, though on school grounds, was unsuitable for children to use. The school received funding from RBS Supergrounds Awards for Primary Schools Programme to transform the site. The project saw the children help with the creation of an outdoor classroom with wheelchair accessible paths and a dipping platform so they can discover pond life safely. 

Neale says: “I’m pleased to be able to work alongside BTCV to make these grounds a more educational and exciting place to be. Encouraging children to learn outdoors benefits their physical well-being and their understanding of our environment. It is great to be involved with volunteer week; there is such a diverse range of volunteering opportunities available, so there will be something to suit everyone.”

Richard Jedrzejczak from BTCV says: “This project has brought together volunteers from all over London and it’s great that the GLA are showing they support volunteering by sending a senior member of staff to join in and do the practical work with us.”
Mayor Boris Johnson has been encouraging his staff to lead by example and get involved in volunteer projects all over the city. The Mayor will be opening the Greater London Authority Volunteering Fair at City Hall on 4 June. 
Ends

For more information:

Katie Hallam, BTCV PR Officer, 01302 388833, k.hallam@btcv.org.uk
BTCV – Celebrating 50 Years of Mud, Sweat and Cheers! 

2009 is BTCV’s 50th Anniversary.   Help us bring out the green in people and places by supporting our Mud, Sweat and Cheers campaign www.btcv.org/mudsweatcheers

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  

Our work includes

-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK

-       UK & International Conservation Holidays

-       BTCV Green Gym

-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping  

        unemployed people get back into work 

-      Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org

RBS Group Supergrounds Awards for Primary Schools Programme was launched in September 2004. Over six years more than 900 school grounds, nominated by Royal Bank of Scotland Group employees, will be transformed through RBS Group Supergrounds funding.  More information can be found by logging onto www.supergrounds.com
INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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