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My Space?  Our Space!


Environmental volunteering charity BTCV is to launch a new community programme that will put 16-25 year olds in charge.

My Space? Our Space! will create 15 community environment projects across England, run by young people for young people.  Set up by BTCV, it is funded by The Veolia Environmental Trust through the Landfill Communities Fund, youth volunteering charity v and the John Laing Charitable Trust.   Over one thousand 16-24 year olds will be involved in the two year programme, showing young people’s ability to take a positive and leading role in society.

Miles Sibley, Development Director for BTCV, says:  "We are delighted to be working on a programme that enables young people to make a positive contribution in their own neighbourhoods.  Local places are what matter most to young people, and the funding will generate energy, enthusiasm and visible improvements to local green spaces.”

My Space? Our Space! projects will be developed based on the interests and involvement of local young people and will include:
· Students in Rochdale reclaiming an area to grow food
· Young people from Bexhill improving an area of land around a local environment centre
· Young disabled volunteers from Poole making a DVD to inspire others to get involved.

Margaret Cobbold, Executive Director of The Veolia Environmental Trust, says: “The Trust is supporting 'My Space? Our Space!' because it will give young volunteers the chance to improve their local environment and learn new skills. I’m sure those taking part will also have a really good time and I look forward to seeing the projects develop and thrive over the next two years.’

Terry Ryall, v Chief Executive, says: “v is delighted to be able to provide financial support to BTCV through our Match Fund programme for this project which will inspire young people to volunteer.”

Michael Hamilton, Secretary of the John Laing Charitable Trust, said: “John Laing is pleased to be able to complete the funding package that enables this exciting project to proceed.”

The My Space? Our Space! programme will be officially launched by Baroness Andrews, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, Department of Communities and Local Government, at an event in Wakefield on 21 November.  

Further information on the programme is available at www.btcv.org/space
For further info, pix and details of the national launch event with Baroness Andrews:

Helen Mitchell, PR Manager, BTCV T: 01491 821612  E: h.mitchell@btcv.org.uk
Oliver Blackburn, Communications Manager, The Veolia Environmental Trust T:  01902 794677  E: oliver.blackburn@veoliatrust.org
 

Notes to Editors:

BTCV - Inspiring People, Improving Places.  
BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity.  BTCV connects people with place, builds healthy, sustainable communities, and increases people’s life skills.  It aims to create a better environment where people from all cultures feel valued, included and involved.  

BTCV works with 140,000 volunteers, including over 25,000 young people, supporting them to take hands-on action to improve their urban and rural environments.   The BTCV Community Network supports local groups.  BTCV offers regular conservation tasks, UK and International Conservation Holidays, the BTCV Green Gym®, training opportunities and an on-line Shop making products and services accessible to all.

To find out more visit www.btcv.org  T: 01302 38 88 83  E: information@btcv.org.uk

The Veolia Environmental Trust 
Under the Landfill Communities Fund, registered landfill site operators can donate a percentage of their landfill tax liability in return for a tax credit. This credit is available to environmental bodies to fund mainly environmental, community and restoration projects.  Landfill operators are currently permitted to donate up to 6.6% of their landfill tax liability.                           
                                                               
The Trust is a registered charity and an approved Environmental Body formed under the Landfill Tax Regulations. For more information or to find out how to apply for funding, visit the Trust’s website www.veoliatrust.org.       

Veolia Environmental Services (UK) plc has supported this initiative by contributions to The Veolia Environmental Trust in excess of £33 million of landfill tax to approximately 700 projects nationwide.

v
v is the youth volunteering charity launched in May 2006 whose mission is to inspire a new generation of young volunteers in England aged 16-25. v is supported by the Office of the Third Sector in the Cabinet Office.

The charity was set up to implement the recommendations of the Russell Commission outlining a new national framework for youth action and engagement, following a nationwide consultation which included 6000 young people.

v has been formed as an independent charity using an innovative new model which allows funds raised from the private sector to be matched by the Government. Up to £50 million has been allocated by the Government for this purpose over the next three years.




John Laing Charitable Trust
John Laing’s business is focused on the delivery and operation of public service infrastructure, social infrastructure and rail franchises, and continually adapts to meet the growing needs of the international Public-Private-Partnership (PPP) market.

We have harnessed our project management skills to the delivery of public sector facilities and community projects under PPPs and other private sector funding schemes, drawing on our long heritage and reputation as one of the leading providers of infrastructure in the UK, Europe and internationally.
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