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press release
My Space? Our Space!’ - young volunteers run scheme to make South London better for wildlife and locals.

South London volunteers, aged, 16-24, have demonstrated young people’s ability to take a positive and leading role in society in a project organised by green volunteering charity, BTCV.

Over 100 young people took part in projects to improve the environment at Stave Hill and Upper Dulwich Woods for the benefit of local residents and wildlife.
The schemes were two of 15 ‘My Space? Our Space!’ community schemes across England, run by young people for young people. ‘My Space? Our Space!’ was set up by environmental volunteering charity BTCV, ‘and funded by The Veolia Environmental Trust, youth volunteering charity v and the John Laing Charitable Trust. In total, over eight hundred 16-24 year olds were involved in the two-year programme.

While social networking websites encourage young people to spend time in the virtual world, the BTCV-run ‘My Space! Our Space!’ programme enables young people to get out, meet up in real life, and stake a claim to spaces that they and the wider community can enjoy together. Each group of young people were given £16,000 to spend on their project and a twelve month timescale in which to turn their ideas into reality.  

Volunteers from all 15 projects are meeting in London to celebrate the success of the programme and share experiences from around England. The event, at the Hilton Docklands Hotel, will give each project group the opportunity to tell their story through photographs documenting the changes to the ‘My Space? Our Space!’ sites and the lives of the young volunteers.
There will also be an opportunity to visit one of the ‘My Space? Our Space!’ projects in London, at Stave Hill. Volunteers have been involved in practical conservation tasks and habitat management, and will demonstrate how wildlife has benefitted from these activities. They have also put together a newsletter detailing their activities and encouraging local people to get involved in other projects in the area.
“ My Space? Our Space! has inspired young people the chance to transform the sites that are important to them and the community, as well as developing new skills and gaining valuable experience. Young people are sometimes portrayed very negatively, but this programme has shown what they can achieve with a little encouragement. This is showcased in our London projects by the practical transformations on the ground and the development of conservation skills in our volunteer teams.” Lisa Cowley  National Programme Manager.

‘My Space? Our Space!’ volunteer, Emilie Giovanni, says, " I worked outside at Lavender Pond on a great range of tasks: coppicing trees, managing ponds, clearing undergrowth and replanting, and caring for tools. Although I had no prior volunteering experience, I was welcomed into the team and I now have good environmental skills."
Ends
If you would like to attend the Hilton Docklands Hotel event, or the Stave Hill photocall, please contact:
Lisa Cowley, BTCV National Programmes Manager Tel: 01952 616104,  Mob: 07739 447991
Or Simon Toseland, BTCV media consultant, Mob: 07930 323065.
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