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Partnership to boost environmental conservation skills
Volunteering charity BTCV has joined forces with Sector Skills Council Lantra to boost the development of environmental conservation skills and qualifications.  
The two organisations have signed a Memorandum of Understanding, committing to share knowledge and experience.  The aim is to develop skills and business support for the environmental conservation sector, including training, information, advice and associated funding.
The move comes at a time of many challenges for the sector, including funding issues, responding to the new EU Qualifications and Credit Framework and the downturn in the UK economy.
BTCV’s Training Development Manager, David Ashurst, said: “Volunteers are vital to the performance of many environmental conservation businesses. BTCV is recognised as a natural partner in helping to ensure that support for skills development reflects their needs and is increasingly demand-led.”
Lantra’s Industry Partnership Manager, Kevin Patrick, said:  “Lantra and BTCV share a number of strategic and business objectives relating to the development of people, both employed and working as volunteers, in environmental conservation.  Both organisations recognise the value of developing skills and the positive impact this has on business performance and the economy, on biodiversity targets, on quality of life, social inclusion and community cohesion, and on the long-term sustainability of the environmental and land-based sector.”

The partnership between Lantra and BTCV has already been established through research on volunteer skills.  This research found that over 500,000 people volunteer within the environmental and land-based industries, principally in industries such as trees and timber, landscape, fencing, environmental conservation and animal care.  The research also assessed volunteer learning and development needs, and looked at the scope of current training provision available and how it meets their needs.  
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Inspiring People, Improving Places.  BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity supporting 300,000 volunteers to take hands on action to improve their environment.  
BTCV is also a leading sector trainer, providing approximately 300 NVQs in Environmental Conservation, Levels 1-3, every year.    Our success rate at NVQ Level 2 is 89%, with 50% of trainees going on to employment, 27% to further or higher education, and 12% to volunteering.
Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk  www.btcv.org
Lantra is the Sector Skills Council for the 17 environmental and land-based industries recognised across the United Kingdom (UK), and as such is responsible for ensuring that people working in the sector have the right skills to carry out their jobs effectively, in turn improving business productivity, performance and sustainability.  Employers chair Lantra’s Council and each of the associated Industry Groups, ensuring that work to develop skills and businesses is genuinely demand-led.  More than 1,000,000 people are employed in the sector UK-wide, principally in businesses with fewer than 10 employees, and a further 500,000 support this work in a voluntary capacity.  In addition to direct economic performance the sector’s productivity can also be measured in terms of biodiversity targets and its positive impact on social inclusion, community cohesion and quality of life.







INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 

[image: image2.png]N

vy Y

v \/
Ny g7
T\

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE




PATRON: HRH The Duke of Edinburgh KG, KT ( PRESIDENT: The Lord Norrie

Reg. Office: BTCV, Sedum House, Mallard Way, Doncaster DN4 8DB ( Reg. Charity 261009

Registered in England as a Company Limited by Guarantee 976410 ( Recycled paper

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.png]_1048502155.doc
[image: image1.png]N

vy Y

v \/
Ny g7
T\

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE







