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news release
Environmental volunteers to be recognised across Europe

Recognition for skills gained informally is a key feature of the first Europe-wide accreditation scheme for Environmental Volunteers.

 “Environments for Learning” will enable skills gained in the UK to be recognised by environmental organisations in many other countries.   The programme is being developed by BTCV and partners across Europe, based on the new European Qualification Framework.  Often gained informally through practical work, volunteers’ knowledge and capabilities will be assessed, accredited and recognised using a standard pan-European system  

“This will be especially important for our younger volunteers, who often take time out before, during or after studies,” says Anita Prosser, Head of International Development at leading environmental conservation charity BTCV, the UK partners in the scheme.  “It will also benefit those de-motivated by studying, who learn new skills in a friendly and informal setting”.

The five pilot areas covered by the scheme will be leadership, project management, trail management, nature management and citizenship/community development.

The Environments for Learning project is run by BTCV and is funded by the European Union’s Leonardo da Vinci programme for improving the quality of vocational education and training in Europe.  It will formally launch across Europe in September 2008. The seven project partners are from five countries: BTCV (UK), Green Balkans (Bulgaria), Estonian Fund for Nature (ELF, Estonia), Hólar University College and Environment Agency of Iceland (UST) (Iceland), Elix Conservation Volunteers and KESSA DIMITRA (Greece).

Ends

For further information please contact:

Anita Prosser – Head of International, BTCV - T: +44 (0)1491 821622

David Rutter, Environments for Learning, BTCV - T: +44 (0)1491 821611  

INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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