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BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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Community Champions prove that Every Action Counts
Across England, more than 900 Community Champions are now helping local people take simple everyday actions that will benefit themselves and their environment.

Trained by green volunteering charity BTCV, as part of Defra’s Every Action Counts initiative, the Community Champions are working with groups, clubs and societies to identify small actions that will together make a big difference.  These include tips on how to save energy, shop ethically and travel wisely.  
Now Ministers are keen to learn from their experiences and find out how further Champions might be supported in the future.  Ed Miliband MP, Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, and Rosie Winterton MP, Minister of State, Dept of Work & Pensions, will be meeting a group of 20 Champions from Yorkshire and the North-East at a special event in Doncaster on Friday 13 February.

Ed Miliband says: "The Community Champions scheme run by BTCV has been key to empowering community groups and individuals to make those changes at a grass roots level to help tackle climate change."
 
Rosie Winterton says: “Volunteering can be enjoyable and rewarding, meeting new friends and making a real difference to improve their environment or help other people.  It is a great way to learn new skills and gain confidence which can also help to improve employment opportunities.  Volunteers play a vital role and I would encourage people to get involved and give up some of their free time to helping their community."

Helen Gleave, a Community Champion based near Thirsk, says: “When I joined I had only just moved to the area and it seemed a good way to get to know people.  I liked the idea of taking action as a community, rather than just as an individual.  It can be tricky because you are working with people who may not naturally be interested, the opposite of preaching to the converted, but that makes it all the more important.”
Tom Flood, BTCV’s Chief Executive says: “By helping people understand the value of small actions, we inspire them to make bigger and more positive environmental changes in their lifestyles.  The scheme helps creates resilience in local communities, bringing people together through a common interest.”

Although funding for the Community Champions programme ends in 2009, BTCV is working with NIACE (the National Institute for Adult Continuing Education) to develop an online training course to support future Champions.  
If you would like the skills and knowledge to inspire your local community to take environmental action, please contact BTCV on T: 01302 388 883  E: information@btcv.org.uk  W: www.btcv.org
ENDS

For media enquiries, please contact: 

Helen Mitchell, PR Manager, BTCV T: 01491 821612 E:  h.mitchell@btcv.org.uk
Katie Hallam, PR Officer, BTCV T: 01302 388 833  E: k.hallam@btcv.org.uk
For case studies of people involved in Every Action Counts see: http://www.everyactioncounts.org.uk/en/fe/page.asp?n1=230&n2=408
About BTCV
2009 is BTCV’s 50th Anniversary.   Help us bring out the green in people and places by supporting our Mud, Sweat and Cheers campaign www.btcv.org/mudsweatcheers

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  


Our work includes
-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK
-       UK & International Conservation Holidays
-       BTCV Green Gym
-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed  

        people get back into work 

·  Online shop, offering native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org
 

Every Action Counts

Every Action Counts is an initiative supported by Defra and delivered through a consortium of voluntary and community sector organisations, led by the Community Development Foundation.

Every Action Counts provides advice and support to voluntary and community
organisations which are looking to reduce their impact on the environment, tackle climate change and improve their local area.
By providing free access to information, action planning tools, publications and trained Community Champions it enables groups to take simple and effective actions to save energy, travel wisely, save resources, shop ethically and care for the local area.

Community Champions introduce community groups, clubs and organisations to easy environmental actions they can take. They help the group decide on an action plan. And they help them get it underway.

For further information see:  www.everyactioncounts.org.uk
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