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Every Action Counts and Hilary Benn celebrate 3 years of environmental successes
 
 
Environment Secretary Hilary Benn today joined the celebration of the successful Every Action Counts programme (EAC), a Defra initiative that has run over the past three years that has inspired thousands of people in local communities and voluntary organisations across England and Wales to take action to help the environment. 
 
The EAC programme has given £4.3m to more than 2,000 community organisations and has trained 800 community champions through the programme to introduce community groups, clubs and organisations to easy environmental actions that they can take to develop an environmental action plan.
 
Today marked the culmination of three years success at a celebration event at the Coin Street Neighborhood Centre.  Environment Secretary Hilary Benn along with Every Action Counts, Capacity Global, Defra and representatives from 29 partner organizations, gathered to share their successes over the past three years.  
 
Mark Walton, Head of Every Action Counts (EAC), said:

“Action on climate change requires commitment, innovation, dedication and collective action. The third sector is therefore well placed to provide leadership within our respective sectors and communities. We are very impressed with the strides that local communities and voluntary organisations have made in the past three years as part of the EAC program.  We are proud of everyone who has taken part and feel confident that we will be leaving behind a legacy that will serve as role model for other communities wishing to do their bit to support pro-environmental behaviour change and environmental sustainability.”
 
 
Tim Smit, Founder and CEO of the Eden Project, one of the UK's top gardens and conservation tourist attractions in Cornwall also spoke at the event and urged attendees to challenge themselves to be better.  He said “It is our role to set the fundraising agenda as opposed to feeling immediately grateful for Government funds.”
 
He continued, “We are part of the problem. We need to raise the bar and get collectively angry as the changes we face need us to act collaboratively. We should be seeking best practice globally, not simply confining ourselves to the UK. It is imperative that we show our communities what great looks like because it is the people that are our greatest assets.”
 
At the event, Environment Secretary Hilary Benn delivered a key note speech, highlighting the new Greener Living Fund, which has just completed its second round of applications and for which grants will be announced in the summer. 
 
The work with the third sector will be continued through the new £6m Greener Living Fund, which will help support groups live sustainably by encouraging people to reduce their carbon footprint and pressure on natural resources. 
 
Environment Secretary Hilary Benn said:
“The progress that this programme has shown is really inspirational. We have to make sure we look after the environment that we live in and make the most of our natural resources and Every Action Counts has helped communities across England and Wales do their bit. I would like to thank everyone who has worked so hard to make Every Action Counts a success and look forward to working with community groups through the Greener Living Fund.” 

-Ends-

Notes to Editors 

1. The Every Action Counts celebration took place at the Coin Street Neighbourhood Centre, 108 Stamford Street, London SE1 9NH. 

2. Every Action Counts programme website - http://www.everyactioncounts.org.uk. 

3. Defra launched a new fund to promote greener living on the 3rd of November 2008. It will offer 2 year funding starting with a bidding phase in 2008 and a main delivery phase running between July 2009 and March 2011. The fund has £6.1m available over 2 years. 

 
About Every Action Counts and Defra:
Every Action Counts
Every Action Counts is an initiative supported by Defra. It is an innovative programme aimed at engaging national and local voluntary and community sector organisation across England to protect and improve our environment.  To date, more than 2,000 organisations and groups across England and Wales have signed up to take action to reduce their impact on the environment. The programme has followed five key themes in all its work – Save Energy, Save Resources, Shop Ethically, Care for our Area and Travel Wisely. 
 
Defra
Defra's core purpose is to improve the current and future quality of life. For the first time one department has brought together the interests of farmers and the countryside; the environment and the rural economy; the food we eat, the air we breathe and the water we drink. They do all this by integrating environmental, social and economic objectives ​ putting sustainable development into practice every day, and by championing sustainable communities as the way forward for Government policy.
 
 
 
Defra has five strategic priorities: 

· Climate change and energy 

· Sustainable consumption and production 

· Protecting the countryside and natural resource protection 

· Sustainable rural communities 

· A sustainable farming and food sector including animal health and welfare 

As we build a low carbon, resource efficient economy, Defra helps people to adapt to changes, deals with environmental risks and makes the most of the opportunity we now have to secure a sustainable society and a healthy environment.
www.everyactioncounts.org.uk
www.defra.gov.uk 
 
For further information or to arrange an interview, please phone Ashley Dow at Futerra Sustainability Communications on 020 7549 4700.
 
 
INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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