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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports over 140,000 volunteers

every year to take hands on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
NATIONAL PRESS OFFICE: BTCV, Howbery Park, Wallingford OX10 8BA


Tel: 01491 821612   Fax: 01491 839646   e-mail: information@btcv.org.uk  
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20 March 2008

Conservation work attracting more people with disabilities, says new report 

A massive increase in the number of disabled people taking part in environmental conservation activities is reported by BTCV, the UK’s largest practical conservation charity.  

 According to the BTCV Diversity Report 2008, the greatest rise was amongst BTCV’s key volunteers, where the proportion classing themselves as disabled has gone from zero to one-in-ten in just two years.  For all BTCV volunteers, the figure has moved from 9% to 11%, while the percentage of paid staff reported as disabled has more than quadrupled from 2.5% to 12%.  Conditions range from limited mobility and hearing impairment to Dyslexia.

 “The results highlight the success of BTCV’s policy to include individuals and  groups traditionally under-represented in the environmental sector,” says Tom Flood, BTCV’s Chief Executive.  

The figures also show a healthy diversity across the board, with BTCV involving over 80,000 individuals in diversity-related work, with over 20,000 (25%) from a BME background.  The survey for the first time also identified 9% of BTCV staff as White but not British, giving a combined total of 12% BME and ‘White Other’, as compared with 7.9% of the UK population.   37% of all people involved in BTCV activities come from communities under-represented in environmental volunteering; for example refugees and asylum seekers, those at risk of offending and people living in poverty.
For information and photographs: 

Katie Hallam T: 01302 388883 E: k.hallam@btcv.org.uk
Helen Mitchell T: 01491 821612 h.mitchell@btcv.org.uk
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Roshni Hafeez

Roshni Hafeez is a BTCV key volunteer.  She is visually impaired and takes part in country walks, training activities and in helping BTCV to access diverse communities, recently facilitating a tree planting session at an Islamic summer school in her native Glasgow.   She was awarded Inspirational Young Muslim Woman of the Year at the Young Scottish Muslims Conference 2007.
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A volunteer helps to build a holt for Suffolk otters as part of a BTCV project near Colchester.  The activity is typical of work currently being done by BTCV to benefit wildlife while enabling people from all backgrounds to get involved.

NOTES TO EDITORS
Inspiring People, Improving Places. BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV connects people with place, builds healthy, sustainable communities, and increases people’s life skills. It aims to create a better environment where people from all cultures feel valued, included and involved. BTCV supports 140,000 volunteers a year taking hands-on action to improve their urban and rural environments, and a Community Network supports local groups. BTCV offers regular conservation tasks, UK and International Conservation Holidays, the BTCV Green Gym®, training opportunities and an on-line Shop making products and services accessible to all. Tel: 01302 572244  Web: www.btcv.org  e-mail: information@btcv.org.uk
INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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