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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.

NATIONAL PRESS OFFICE: BTCV, Howbery Park, Wallingford OX10 8BA
 
Tel: 01491 821612   Fax: 01491 839646   e-mail: information@btcv.org.uk www.btcv.org
PHOTOCALL

Spring into Action with Charlie Dimmock at Margam Park 

Saturday 9 May, 12-2pm.
To attend the photocall, arrange an interview with Charlie Dimmock on the day, or find out more about Spring into Action, contact Sarah Arnott, BTCV Cymru. Telephone: 029 2052 4276. Email: s.arnott@btcv.org.uk.

Join celebrity TV gardener Charlie Dimmock at Wales’s largest-ever conservation task, with hundreds of green volunteers expected to help Charlie restore a Victorian water feature.

Organised by BTCV Cymru, Spring into Action at Margam Park will run 10am - 4pm on 9 May. 
The event is part of BTCV’s Spring into Action campaign, which runs from 1 May to 7 June and features hundreds of free eco-activities across the UK.   The campaign is backed by celebrities including Charlie Dimmock and Blue Peter gardener Chris Collins, and is supported by Prudential plc and the Cabinet Office.   
People of all ages are invited, entry is free, and no experience is necessary for the range of activities on offer, as full training and supervision will be given. Charlie will join in the fun from around 12 noon to 2pm, helping volunteers to restore a Victorian water feature. 

In addition, there will be plenty of other activities to take part in, including:

· Building a bird or bug box to take away for your garden 

· A foraging walk to discover nature’s supply of free food & drink 
· Learning to be a wood turner 

· Demonstrations about local wildlife and green spaces, and how volunteers can help look after them.
BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  

Sir David Attenborough, a vice president of BTCV, says, "Volunteering with BTCV brings together people from all walks of life and gives them a common purpose – it gets you outdoors, it makes you fit and you’re learning something new all the time.”

Last year’s ‘Spring into Action’ campaign saw over 20,000 volunteers of all ages together give more than 27,000 days of their time to improve their environments at 770 locations across the UK. From clearing urban spaces to creating wildlife habitats, volunteers made a big difference to their local surroundings.
ENDS

To attend the photocall, arrange an interview with Charlie Dimmock on the day, or find out more about Spring into Action, contact Sarah Arnott, BTCV Cymru. Telephone: 029 2052 4276. Email: s.arnott@btcv.org.uk.

For full information on local Spring into Action events visit www.btcv.org/springintoaction or contact BTCV Cymru T: 02920 520990.
For Media enquiries contact: 

Helen Mitchell, PR Manager, BTCV T: 01491 821612 E:  h.mitchell@btcv.org.uk 

Simon Toseland, Media consultant, T: 07930 323065 E: simontoseland@blueyonder.co.uk
Notes to editors

BTCV – Celebrating 50 Years of Mud, Sweat and Cheers! 

2009 is BTCV’s 50th Anniversary.   Help us bring out the green in people and places by supporting our Mud, Sweat and Cheers campaign www.btcv.org/mudsweatcheers

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  

Our work includes

-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK

-       UK & International Conservation Holidays

-       BTCV Green Gym

-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed people get back into work 

-
Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org

Prudential 

Prudential plc is a company incorporated and with its principal place of business in England, and its affiliated companies constitute one of the world's leading financial services groups. It provides insurance and financial services directly and through its subsidiaries and affiliates throughout the world. The Group has been in existence since 1848 and has £256 billion in assets under management as at 30 June 2008. Prudential plc is not affiliated in any manner with Prudential Financial, Inc, a company whose principal place of business is in the United States of America.  www.prudential.co.uk
PRUPIM

PRUPIM is a top 20 global real estate investment manager and a top 5 European investor*. PRUPIM has around £19 billion (US$33bn) invested in a broad spread of properties across Europe, North America and the Asia Pacific region (as at 30/06/08) and is part of M&G, the investment arm of Prudential plc in the UK and Europe. PRUPIM is winner of the ‘Overseas Property Manager Award’ at the Financial Times 2008 Pension and Investment Provider Awards.  www.prupim.com
*Source: Banker, May 2008.
The Office of the Third Sector

The Office of the Third Sector (OTS) is responsible for supporting and developing third sector related government policy for the third sector including voluntary and community organisations, charities and social enterprise. The OTS is part of the Cabinet Office, at the centre of government, in recognition of the increasingly important role the third sector plays in both society and the economy.
BTCV is grateful to the Office of the Third Sector for supporting BTCV and our Spring into Action Campaign in particular.
INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE




PATRON: HRH The Duke of Edinburgh KG, KT ( PRESIDENT: The Lord Norrie

Reg. Office: BTCV, Sedum House, Mallard Way, Doncaster DN4 8DB ( Reg. Charity 261009

Registered in England as a Company Limited by Guarantee 976410 ( Recycled paper
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