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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports over 140,000 volunteers

every year to take hands on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
NATIONAL PRESS OFFICE: BTCV, Howbery Park, Wallingford OX10 8BA


Tel: 01491 821612   Fax: 01491 839646   e-mail: information@btcv.org.uk  
www.btcv.org


Your local office is: 

6 November 2007

 Charity head visits cleaner and greener estate in Hackney
PHOTOCALL:  Campbell Rob, Director General of the Office of the Third Sector, will join volunteers from BTCV and the Lordship South Estate as they plant and care for shrubs on the estate - 11.00am, Thursday 8 November, Lordship South Estate Tenant Management Organisation, The Community Centre, 14 Lordship Grove, Stoke Newington, London N16 0QA

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/newmap.srf?x=533250&y=186750&z=1&sv=533250,186750&st=4&ar=N&mapp=newmap.srf&searchp=newsearch.srf&ax=532907&ay=186648

The head of the government’s charity and volunteering department is to visit the Lordship South Estate in Hackney to see the green transformation that volunteers have achieved. 

Campbell Rob, Director General of the Office of the Third Sector, will join volunteers from environment charity BTCV and the estate’s Tenant Management Organisation as they plant and care for shrubs in the community garden and across the estate.

BTCV works with more than 200,000 volunteers and 2,000 local community groups across the UK, providing opportunities, training and support to get people involved in looking after their local environment.  Over the last few years, BTCV has supported the Lordship South tenants in completely re-landscaping and regenerating the estate. 
Local resident Sarah Vaughn-Roberts said: “The tenants’ group has had ongoing support from BTCV over the years, from mentoring grants applications to continuing practical work, and is proud of what has been achieved.  It has enabled us to bring residents together and make the site cleaner and greener.”

Campbell Rob said: “I am delighted to be visiting this BTCV project. The Office of the Third Sector are very proud to have BTCV as one of their key partners. Their work provides enormous benefit, not only to the local communities whose environment is being transformed, but also to the volunteers taking part. There is an increasing body of evidence showing that engagement with nature through environmental volunteering can help tackle obesity, heart disease and mental ill health. The commitment of £515 million to organisations like BTCV in the Third Sector Review, demonstrates our continued support for their excellent work.”
Campbell Rob will then go on to visit BTCV’s Railway Fields Education Centre in Haringey where around 30 pupils from the local Bruce Grove Primary School will be on site to take part in a session on 'growing plants'.    
BTCV London Manager Richard Rigby said: “The physical improvements to a site are important, but it is also great to get people involved in looking after their local area, raising awareness of the environment, encouraging new skills and helping to build a sense of common ownership.”

The Lordship South Estate project has been part funded by the Groundwork East London grants scheme Our Space, Our Say. Supported by UBS, Global Financial Services Firm, the scheme aims to develop capacity and skills of people so that they can improve their local environment in Hackney. To find out more, contact Nimish Shah on 020 8985 1755   E: Nimish.Shah@groundworkeastlondon.org

BTCV is always looking for more volunteers – it’s free, there’s no previous experience necessary and it’s a great way to make friends and have fun.  

To find out more about looking after your local environment, contact BTCV London: T: 020 7278 4294 

E: London@btcv.org.uk  www.btcv.org/london
Ends
For further information:
Helen Mitchell, BTCV PR Manager – T: 01491 821612  E: h.mitchell@btcv.org.uk
Emma Heywood, Press Secretary to Phil Hope - Minister for the Third Sector
Cabinet Office, T: 020 7276 3472 E: emma.heywood@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk
Notes to editors
BTCV 

Inspiring People, Improving Places.  BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity.  BTCV connects people with place, builds healthy, sustainable communities, and increases people’s life skills.  It aims to create a better environment where people from all cultures feel valued, included and involved.  BTCV supports 140,000 volunteers a year taking hands-on action to improve their urban and rural environments, and a Community Network supports local groups.  BTCV offers regular conservation tasks, UK and International Conservation Holidays, the BTCV Green Gym®, training opportunities and an on-line Shop making products and services accessible to all.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk  www.btcv.org
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