[image: image1.jpg]




news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.

NATIONAL PRESS OFFICE: BTCV, Howbery Park, Wallingford OX10 8BA
 
Tel: 01491 821612   Fax: 01491 839646   e-mail: information@btcv.org.uk www.btcv.org
Your local office is:

30 June 2009

BTCV calls for stability of funding for diversity projects

Stability of funding is often more important than scale when supporting work with "hard to reach" communities, says environmental charity BTCV.

The claim comes as BTCV publishes Branch Out - a review of a social inclusion project which has been running in Leeds over the last year.  The report examines work that BTCV, with a series of partner organisations, has carried out with refugees, asylum seekers and people from local disadvantaged communities, building social cohesion through simple activities such as growing and harvesting food, and looking after gardens and green space.  

The project received one-year funding from the Equality and Human Rights Commission through their interim grants programme, but is now looking for continuing, longer term support.  Kay Hampton, former EHRC Commissioner and BTCV Ambassador, said; “The project has been very effective, and has demonstrated good value for money.   But work of this kind needs longer term underpinning support from government. Building trust within communities is a long term process, and continuity of funding is crucial.”
Tom Flood, BTCV's Chief Executive, said “The Branch Out project shows how forward-looking third sector organisations can work with government to create valuable and practical solutions.  I would welcome a discussion about common learning points, and how the scheme may offer pointers to truly effective strategic partnerships between the third sector and government.”
Read the full Branch Out report.
Ends

For further information:

Helen Mitchell, PR Manager, BTCV T: 01491 821612  E: h.mitchell@btcv.org.uk
Katie Hallam, PR Officer, BTCV T: 01302 388 833  E: k.hallam@btcv.org.uk
Notes to Editors
Branch Out 
The Branch Out programme was funded by the Equality and Human Rights Commission with Leeds City Council and NHS Leeds.  It was set up to promote contact, understanding, friendship and community cohesion between some of the most disadvantaged communities in inner East Leeds, with a focus on asylum seekers and other recent arrivals.  The programme ran for one year, from May 2008.
See the report.
About BTCV

2009 is BTCV’s 50th anniversary.  The charity now forms the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  


BTCV recently launched its strategic plan, Investing in Sustainable Futures, which outlines our key objectives for the next four years:

· Investing in a better environment – improving 75,000 places

· Investing in environmentally active citizens – actively supporting 1.5million people in environmental action

· Investing in improved health and well-being – providing opportunities for 500,000 people to become fitter and improve their mental health

· Investing in employment and skills for the future – moving 50,000 people into employment.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org







INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 

[image: image2.png]N

vy Y

v \/
Ny g7
T\
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