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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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Mud, Sweat & Cheers!

Green volunteers celebrate 50th Anniversary

Professor David Bellamy is helping BTCV celebrate 50 years of green volunteering at the place where it all started – Box Hill in Surrey - on 12 February [1]. 

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and international environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after and improve more than 50,000 places. 
In 1959, BTCV’s roots were established as the Conservation Corps, which was set up to inspire volunteers to do practical conservation work. The first BTCV project saw forty two volunteers, including David Bellamy, clear dogwood to encourage the growth of juniper and distinctive chalkland wildflowers at Box Hill, in Surrey [2].

Now a BTCV Vice-President, Professor Bellamy is returning to the Box Hill site on 12 February to celebrate the success of the organisation which he helped on its way, and to support the ongoing conservation work at this well-known beauty spot, just south of London.  He will be joined by a group of BTCV’s current 16-25 year old volunteers and a group of volunteers who were of similar age in the 1960s, with the aim of exchanging experiences and discussing what has and has not changed.

David Bellamy says, “It’s amazing to think how far BTCV has grown since putting down its roots at Box Hill. In fifty years many things have changed, but volunteering remains an inspiring way to make a difference to the environment and people’s lives. Volunteering with BTCV gets people healthy, and helps them to re-train and find new jobs while improving the environment. 

“So far BTCV has made a difference to hundreds of thousands of people – across the UK and worldwide. You can help them continue their achievements by volunteering in your area or supporting their work with a donation.”

Box Hill is an outstanding area of woodland and chalk downland that is owned and managed by the National Trust. For the Trust, the assistance of volunteers continues to be as important today as it has always been. If you would like to find out more about volunteering for the Trust at Box Hill, please call Mark Dawson on 01306 885502.
For details of how to support or volunteer with BTCV, T: 01302 388 883, E: information@btcv.org.uk  W: www.btcv.org
ENDS
For Media enquiries contact: 

Helen Mitchell, PR Manager, BTCV T: 01491 821612 E:  h.mitchell@btcv.org.uk
Simon Toseland, Media consultant, T: 07930 323065 E: simontoseland@blueyonder.co.uk 

[2] You can see a full timeline of BTCV’s history at:  http://www2.btcv.org.uk/display/our_mission 
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2009 is BTCV’s 50th Anniversary.   Help us bring out the green in people and places by supporting our Mud, Sweat and Cheers campaign www.btcv.org/mudsweatcheers

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  


Our work includes
-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK
-       UK & International Conservation Holidays
-       BTCV Green Gym
-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed  

        people get back into work 

· Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.
Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org
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