News Release

KEEP IT CLEAN - URGE FRIENDS OF KINSON COMMON AND MILLHAMS MEADERS
For immediate release

Volunteers from north Bournemouth Countryside Volunteers will be joining BTCV to clear up two sites in north Bournemouth.

Its all happening as part of the Stour Valley Festival taking place on the 12th – 14th September at Stour Valley Nature Reserve.  Local volunteers will join BTCV and Friends of Kinson Common and the Millhams Meaders to help tidy up two well used local nature reserves.  

This Tidy up is open to the public, so please come along and join in.  The more people that help, the tidier the sites will be.  It’s also a great opportunity to enjoy the Stour Valley Festival and see two local nature reserves.  All are welcome!
BTCV will be running the event and will provide equipment, including litter picking tools, bags and gloves and practical support from professional staff.
BTCV is supporting the Big Tidy Up, the countries biggest ever litter tidy up, organised by Keep Britain Tidy.  See www.bigtidyup.org
Figures released by Keep Britain Tidy have revealed:

· That council taxpayers in the UK fork out £500m a year to clean the streets. 

· Over 30m tonnes of litter are collected from our streets each year 

· That thanks to the growing presence of dropped food, the UK rat population now stands at approximately sixty million 

· People can be fined £80 for dropping litter. Last year 44,000 people were prosecuted 

Like everywhere else in the UK, Millhams Mead and Kinson Common has its fair share of litter. But thanks to the constant work of local volunteers they at least have people prepared to do something about it. 

The Big Tidy Up volunteers will gather at the Stour Valley festival at 11:00 on Sunday 14th September.  They will be transported to Kinson Common and spend a couple of hours removing rubbish from the site

The second opportunity will be during the afternoon when volunteers will gather at the festival at 14:00 to depart for Millhams mead, where after two hours they will leave a rubbish free site!  

These two tidy ups are open to the public so feel free to come along a join in.  The groups are hoping that as many volunteers as possible will come and join them and that the rest of the community gets the message that dropping litter is 'simply not on.
The Bournemouth Big Tidy Up takes place at: The Stour Valley Festival 

Location: Stour Valley Local Nature Reserve

Date: 14th September 2008

Time: 11:00 and 14:00

You are invited to send a photographer/reporter to this event. 

For further information please contact Paul Sherriff on 01935 415 255, 07764 655 719, p.sherriff@btcv.org.uk
ENDS

BTCV is supporting the Big Tidy Up, the countries biggest ever litter tidy up, organised by Keep Britain Tidy.  See www.bigtidyup.org  There will be more than 50 BTCV tidy up events around the UK – see www.btcv.org for opportunities near you.
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Inspiring People, Improving Places.  BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity.  BTCV connects people with place, builds healthy, sustainable communities, and increases people’s life skills.  It aims to create a better environment where people from all cultures feel valued, included and involved.  BTCV supports 140,000 volunteers a year taking hands-on action to improve their urban and rural environments, and a Community Network supports local groups.  BTCV offers regular conservation tasks, UK and International Conservation Holidays, the BTCV Green Gym®, training opportunities and an on-line Shop making products and services accessible to all.
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