BTCV Spring into Action 2009

‘Spring into Action’ with BTCV in Glasgow – help create a wildflower meadow and learn a new skill

May 26 2009 – for immediate release

Get a taste of environmental volunteering and learn a new skill in Glasgow with BTCV during their ‘Spring into Action’ campaign 2009. The UK’s leading green volunteering charity will be creating a wildflower meadow at Provan Hall, Auchinlea Park in Easterhouse on Saturday 30 May (10am – 4pm). 

BTCV’s volunteering projects are a chance to get active, improve your fitness and wellbeing, and improve your local environment. They offer free sessions of practical conservation activity, offering a chance to 'work-out' in the great outdoors (without a rowing machine in sight) and learn traditional skills with an experienced leader.

The open day at Provan Hall will feature traditional crafts inspired by the natural world. There will be a range of activities for all ages including wood-turning, willow weaving, guided walks, face painting and wildlife identification. Provan Hall is regarded as the best-preserved medieval fortified country house in Scotland. To ensure future wildlife prospers at the site, BTCV volunteers will also be creating a wildflower meadow.

BTCV’s fourth annual ‘Spring into Action’ campaign will run until 7 June 2009, encouraging thousands of people across the UK to experience the benefits of environmental conservation. 

Last year’s campaign saw over 20,000 volunteers of all ages together give more than 27,000 days of their time to improve their environments at 770 locations across the UK. From clearing urban spaces to creating wildlife habitats, volunteers made a big difference to their local surroundings.

· Throughout the year BTCV supports 300,000 green volunteers taking hands-on action to improve their urban and rural surroundings. The charity’s slogan -‘Inspiring people, improving places’ - reflects its aim to create better local environments where people from all cultures feel valued, included and involved. 

Sir David Attenborough, a vice president of the charity, says, "Volunteering with BTCV brings together people from all walks of life and gives them a common purpose – to learn about, to understand and become part of the natural world. They volunteer not just because they want to bring about change to their local environment, but because it’s fun – it gets you outdoors, it makes you fit and you’re learning something new all the time. BTCV is working hard to make that happen.”

· This year BTCV celebrates its 50th anniversary of ‘Inspiring people and improving places.’ BTCV was founded in 1959 as The Conservation Corps by the Council for Nature – an umbrella body of natural history organisations that included the RSPB and World Wildlife Fund. 

To attend the event in Glasgow, or to find out more about other opportunities in your area to volunteer with BTCV, contact:

Jo Ridley (Project Officer)

BTCV Scotland Tel: 0141 9566816     Mob: 07764655678 .   

Email: j.ridley@btcv.org.uk
Spring into Action 2009 is supported by Prudential plc and the Cabinet Office.
You can find details of other events happening near you by visiting www.btcv.org/springintoaction or calling the BTCV information line on 01302 388 883.

ENDS 

· WE HAVE EXCELLENT CASE STUDIES AND HI-RESOLUTION IMAGES AVAILABLE FOR PUBLICATION.
To attend BTCV events in Glasgow, or to find out more please contact 

Jo Ridley (Community Project Officer)

BTCV Scotland, Craigton Village, Stockiemuir Road, Milngavie, G62 7HD

Tel: 0141 9566816     Mob: 07764655678   Email: Jo.Ridley@btcv.org.uk
Web: www.btcv.org/scotland
http://btcvglasgow.blogspot.com
For Media enquiries contact: 

Simon Toseland, Media consultant, T: 07930 323065 E: simontoseland@blueyonder.co.uk 

Notes to editors

· 1) You can see a full timeline of BTCV’s history at:  http://www2.btcv.org.uk/display/our_mission 

2) Prudential plc is backing BTCV’s Spring into Action campaign 2009, through its real estate investment management arm, PRUPIM. 

Paul Cornes, Director of Sustainability, PRUPIM, said: "We are one of BTCV’s longest-standing corporate supporters and are delighted to be backing Spring into Action during their 50th anniversary year. The charity has an outstanding record in involving local people in looking after their environment, delivering real and sustainable environmental change." 

3) BTCV @ 50

BTCV celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2009.  It is now the world’s largest environmental volunteering charity, inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  

Founded in 1959 as the Conservation Corps, BTCV has made a significant impact on the UK and International environment and improved the lives of hundreds of thousands of people.  

Current issues such as climate change and recession mean that BTCV’s offer of hands-on environmental opportunities and help for people developing skills for both life and work is as critical as ever.  

This includes: regular conservation tasks across the UK, UK & International Conservation Holidays, BTCV Green Gym®, training opportunities and an online shop, providing native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk  www.btcv.org
To donate to BTCV go to www.btcv.org/donate
