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BTCV Cymru launches approach to tackling employment and training needs across Wales

Leading environmental charity hosts Ministerial launch of new Family Employment Initiative  
The British Trust of Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) Cymru has today launched its Family Employment Initiative (FEI) at Bryn Bach Park, Tredegar. The event, designed as a new and innovative approach to tackling training and employment needs across Wales, featured a Ministerial speech from Leighton Andrews, Deputy Minister Social Justice & Regeneration.

Using a specialist engagement programme designed to create supported pathways for individuals and families in targeted areas, the FEI will provide participants with the opportunity to get involved in volunteering, community and group activity. This project will help them to increase confidence and obtain skills to help break down the barriers faced by families and individuals in areas of high worklessness.

BTCV Cymru is also intending to use the FEI and conservation activity as a vehicle to create further awareness of climate change issues across Wales and the UK. The project will provide volunteering opportunities designed to encourage participants to engage and re-engage to build their confidence and provide them with the practical and mental skills required to help them to take the next step, raising the aspirations of both themselves and their communities.

Deputy Minister Social Justice & Regeneration, Leighton Andrews comments: “This scheme builds on the successful Objective 1 BTCV project, Skills for a Sustainable Wales, which helped 350 people gain new skills through a programme of training, work experience and guidance. By undertaking initiatives to enhance the local environment, the FEI programme will positively affect over 3,000 people.”

The launch of the FEI represents one of many initiatives being rolled out by the BTCV during its 50th anniversary year. Since 1959, the organisation has grown in to a 'carbon army', numbering in the tens of thousands, with conservation projects across the UK and beyond, and celebrity patrons ranging from HRH The Duke of Edinburgh to TV's Charlie Dimmock.

Tom Flood, CBE, Chief Executive, BTCV comments: “The FEI is a positive response to recent worrying employment trends. Our research proves the positive benefit volunteering has for individuals, communities and the wider environment. Our aim is that with our partners at the Welsh Assembly and Coalfields Regeneration Trust, this initiative will give those affected by long term unemployment in Wales a renewed purpose and a positive outlet for their energies.” 
 

Ioan Jenkins, BTCV Wales Director, comments: “Volunteering has a unique way of bringing communities together, and the FEI is no different except in that it also designed to drive awareness of environmental and climate change issues in Wales. There has been a well-documented rise in the number of unemployed people, particularly in the younger generation. The FEI will enable the volunteers to discuss their stories and help others make positive steps towards employment and improving their lives.”

The programme FEI will run to March 2012 and will operate initially in Ebbw Fach, Tredegar, Rhymney, Merthyr, Aberfan, Rhondda Fawr and Bridgend following three successful pilots in Penderry, Rhymney/Pontlottyn and Ebbw Fach. BTCV Cymru would like to further develop the programme across Wales focusing on areas of high unemployment.
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Email: btcv@midnight.co.uk 

Notes to editors:

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world's largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.

Its work includes

-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK

-       UK & International Conservation Holidays

-       BTCV Green Gym

-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed

         people get back into work

-       Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.

Tel: 01302 388 883  

Email: information@btcv.org.uk
Web: www.btcv.org 

