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Council praised for strong environmental partnership
 
A LOCAL authority has been honoured for its long-standing environmental partnership with volunteering charity BTCV.
 
BTCV, the world’s leading practical environmental volunteering charity, has worked with Essex County Council for 23 years and has honoured the strong relationship at an awards ceremony this week.
 
The council was awarded two BTCV Green Heroes Awards which recognise outstanding contributions to the environment made by volunteers, community groups and local partnerships.
 
Essex County Council won Best Partnership and Best Project, in the East, London and South East categories for its Essex Tree Initiative, which launched last year.
 
Almost 400,000 trees were planted throughout the year-long period and 21,574 of these were planted by 200 BTCV volunteers who gave their time to environmental projects.

Hosted by Essex County Council, the awards ceremony also celebrated 50 years of BTCV as well as the long standing partnership between the two organisations. 
 
In recognition of the strength of the partnership BTCV Chief Executive Tom Flood presented County Councillor Tracey Chapman, Cabinet Member for Environment and Waste, with the two regional awards and now they will then go on to the national judging.
 
BTCV Chief Executive Tom Flood CBE said: “BTCV recognises the value in working with local authorities in order to engage local people in improving their environment. The innovative partnership between BTCV and Essex County Council can be held up as an example of best practice. We look forward to continuing to work with them in the coming years.”

County Councillor Tracey Chapman, Cabinet Member for Environment and Waste said: "The Essex Tree Initiative is one of our most successful environmental schemes to date and I am pleased that it has received the recognition it deserves, both with the BTCV awards and The Woodland Trust's recent Third Sector Excellence Award for best Public Sector Partnership. A big thank you also to Lord Hanningfield, whose vision and commitment brought the Initiative to life." 

Robert Overall, Executive Director, Environment, Sustainability and Highways said: "I would like to congratulate the BTCV on such a successful awards evening. The Green Heroes Awards demonstrate what can be achieved when two organisations work in harmony and I am proud to call the BTCV our partner." 

ENDS

For information: Katie Hallam, BTCV PR Officer, t: 01302 388833, e: k.hallam@brcv.org.uk
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MUD, SWEAT& CHEERS!




 
2009 is BTCV’s 50th Anniversary.   Help us bring out the green in people and places by supporting our Mud, Sweat and Cheers campaign www.btcv.org/mudsweatcheers

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  

Our work includes
-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK
-       UK & International Conservation Holidays
-       BTCV Green Gym
-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed  
        people get back into work 
-          Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.
 
Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org







INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE







