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Young Soldiers Conserve River Ouse to Make Way for Rare Species

Young soldiers have been undertaking vital conservation work in York as part of their army training.
Platoon 3 from Harrogate Army Foundation College joined environmental volunteering charity BTCV to clean 100 metres of willow from the banks of the River Ouse in York.

Around 50 young soldiers spent time volunteering with BTCV. Volunteering is an important part of the army recruits’ training course.

The recruits pulled thousands of himalayan balsalm plants and raked an area along the river bank to make way for native species of beetles and ferns.

The River Ouse in York provides the only home in the UK for the Tansy beetle - an attractive bright green leaf beetle, with a coppery sheen. It received its name because the favoured habitat is on riverbanks on Tansy plants. 

A spokesperson for Fulford Parish Council said: "I am absolutely thrilled. It all looks fantastic. I shall always remember the picture of those young soldiers marching along in their bright red tops, camouflage rucksacks on their backs and rakes and saws in their hands." 

The project was run by BTCV's York team and supported by Greenprints, a scheme to encourage environmental volunteering among 16-25 year olds.

BTCV, an environmental charity which works with 300,000 volunteers a year, runs practical conservation activities in York several times a week. 

The tasks are varied so there are always opportunities for volunteers to get involved with the projects and to learn new skills. 

Volunteers not only learn new skills, they’re also able to keep fit and improve an area of the local community whilst making new friends.
Visit www.btcv.org.uk for more information or call the York team on 01904 644300
or email york@btcv.org.uk
Ends

For more information or photos please contact the BTCV Press Office on 01302 388888  or email pressoffice@btcv.org.uk
Notes to Editors
BTCV
2009 is BTCV’s 50th Anniversary.   Help us bring out the green in people and places by supporting our Mud, Sweat and Cheers campaign www.btcv.org/mudsweatcheers

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  


Our work includes
-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK
-       UK & International Conservation Holidays
-       BTCV Green Gym
-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed  

        people get back into work 

· Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org







INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE
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