news release
BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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DISCOVER HEART AND SOUL OF JAPAN AS YOU BUILD A NATURE RESERVE WITH CONSERVATION  CHARITY BTCV

Conservation charity BTCV is heading to Japan in June to help build a nature reserve in a wildlife rich wilderness.
Volunteers holidaying with the charity will visit Hokkaido, the northernmost of Japan's four islands, where they will work with Kinashbetsu Wetland Trust to create a demonstration nature reserve.
Hokkaido represents about 20 per cent of the land area of Japan but is relatively sparsely populated with only five per cent of the population.
The area contains virgin forest, sand dunes, alpine plant areas, wetlands and farmland. The area is close to the most important wetland site in Japan and home to as many as 83 rare species of birds including  Japanese crane, white tailed sea eagle, grey heron and Japanese snipe. 
During the holiday from June 4th to 19th, participants will construct a bridge over a pond and a boardwalk around it. The aim is to encourage local people to use the reserve.
The project will also see the construction of a footpath and four mile walk from Shakubetsu station, to the waterside at the Kinashibetsu wetland and on to Chokubetsu Railway station. 
The trip also serves to build local and regional interest in volunteering. Having an international group working alongside locals encourages Japanese participants to see the true value of their own natural resources - and the fun involved in their conservation.
BTCV has been working with the Kinashibetsu Wetland Trust since 1997 following interest from the National Trusts of Japan to establish the principle of conservation volunteering.
[bookmark: L1432]Visitors will stay at the Japanese National Trust volunteer house on the farm where much of the work is taking place. The house contains two bedrooms, two bathrooms, a kitchen, living space, and an office room. Catering will be a mix of eating out in a range of Japanese restaurants and self-catering using as far as possible, produce from a neighbouring organic farm.
The conservation holiday costs £770 excluding flights and more information is available at www.btcv.org
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In conjunction with Genshi Sakakabira, one of the keenest of the reserve's landowners BTCV has run some of its most successful and interesting International Conservation Holidays. We've continued to use the example, in conjunction with others in Japan, to help promote volunteering nationwide. BTCV is currently engaged with several partners in Japan to support an initiativ e to create a national conservation volunteering organisation.
BTCV holidays are open to people from all around the world, from a variety of jobs and backgrounds.
Volunteers from the local community/organisations work alongside BTCV participants on International Conservation Holidays.
Most people come on their own, some with friends (maximum group size four on any holiday open to all). It is possible for groups to book out a whole holiday - contact the Customer Services team for details.
Volunteers are at least 16 years of age (parent/guardian consent required for under 18s).
Some remote/all International Conservation Holidays are restricted to volunteers over 18.
Over 81s are not covered by BTCV's insurance (except with satisfactory completion of a medical questionnaire).
BTCV volunteers love the outdoors and share a desire to conserve and enhance the environment and have fun!

