news release
BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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DISCOVER ANCIENT ARTOIS ON A BTCV CONSERVATION HOLIDAY TO STUNNING FRENCH CHATEAU
Conservation charity BTCV, the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers, is running active holidays to Le Chateau de Fressin, an enchanting fortess, in beautiful Azincourt.
 Le Château de Fressin has been in ruins since the mid 17th century but the site is now being brought back to life by a group of enthusiastic holidaymakers and creative locals. 
The chateau lies in the heart of the Artois region of France, not far from the port of Calais. 
This 15th century fortress was built by Jean de Créquy and is now under the management of the Commune de Fressin.
During the seven night break visitors will work in and around the castle itself on a site covering four hectares.
The work will include a variety of jobs, all designed to make the castle, its history and the wider site more accessible to visitors. 
The work is varied and interesting and includes making footpaths, steps, fences, guard-rails and the repair of a centrepiece wooden stage used to present re-enactments, theatre and arts events. 
The Château de Fressin is managed by the Commune de Fressin (the town council) and it is the inspiring and creative work of the Association de Fressin, a Friends of the Chateau group, that has so far brought the castle back to life. 
BTCV holidaymakers will be based at the offices and visitor centre next door to the castle. 
Sleeping accommodation is in several large and comfortable military tents in the grounds of the centre although guests can bring their own tents. 
Guests live and work right in the heart of this small village community. There will be plenty of opportunity to socialise with the locals, practise your French and sample the local specialities. 
And we couldn't be there at a better time – just in time for the celebrataions on July 14th.
Mike Heron, a previous volunteer, was full of praise for Le Chateau de Fressin.
He  said: "We were all bowled over by the charm of a magical site, and the genuine friendliness of the French people we met. 
“We all enjoyed the fireworks, the Village Dance, the reception and farewell events with the Mayor."
For more information about BTCV, the UK’s leading conservation charity, or to book this July  10-17 holiday to Le Chateau visit www.btcv.org or call 01302 388 888. Visitors arrange travel independently and the cost, excluding travel is £345. 
The group meets and depart from Calais (Frethun) Eurostar terminal. From there it's about an hour's drive on to Fressin in a minibus. Discount fares are as little as £55 return from London for this journey. 
Catering is organised within the group.

Ends
NOTES TO EDITORS
The Association du Château de Fressin is interested in developing 'Chantiers' - working holidays - around the castle. In 2007 BTCV developed two new projects initially helping out with building and maintaining visitor infrastructure and managing encroaching vegetation. These were run as BTCV International Conservation Holidays for the first time in 2008 making BTCV's International programme as accessible as possible from the UK, and importantly, entirely practical to join by train. The combination has proved to be extremely popular with everyone and we were delighted to be asked back to develop the work further in 2009. For 2010 the project goes from strength to strength and the invitation extends to joing Fressin's celebrations on 14th July.
The project requires some walking and carrying of materials up steep slopes. You should ensure that you are sufficiently fit for this.
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