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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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17 August 2010
Minister Digs In With BTCV’s Carbon Army
Charles Hendry, Minister of State for Energy and Climate Change, has today joined environmental charity BTCV to help improve a popular community garden in central London.

Mr Hendry worked with volunteers from BTCV’s Carbon Army on a range of conservation tasks at the Calthorpe Project in Kings Cross, a green space and community centre providing local people with a food growing area, sports facilities and resources to learn about the environment.
The work done today involved developing the centre’s wildlife area as well as improving the food growing area and the rainwater collection system.
Mr Hendry was keen to offer his support to BTCV’s Carbon Army campaign which encourages people to join forces and take practical action to tackle climate change. The successful campaign has now mobilised over 300,000 volunteers in the fight against climate change.
Charles Hendry said: ‘I have been very impressed by what I have seen today. Climate change is a global problem and but it can be tackled if we all play our part - Government, businesses, and all of us as citizens. 
By taking direct action, by advocating a more climate friendly way of life and by encouraging Government to do the right thing, the Carbon Army is making an immense contribution.’
Tom Flood CBE, BTCV’s Chief Executive, said: ‘It was a pleasure to welcome the Minister and we were delighted to be able to show him what BTCV does firsthand.’

As Mr Hendry discovered, our Carbon Army campaign is all about frontline action on climate change and allows people to directly make a difference.
BTCV’s work not only improves the environment but, as we showed today, also brings together communities and helps individuals to change their own surroundings.’
Ends 
Images available on request

For further information contact:

Elizabeth Hudson PR Officer  - Tel: 01302 388 833 Email: e.hudson@btcv.org.uk  
Notes to Editors:

BTCV is now the world’s largest environmental volunteering charity, inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  

Founded in 1959 as the Conservation Corps, BTCV has made a significant impact on the UK and International environment and improved the lives of hundreds of thousands of people.  

Current issues such as climate change and recession mean that BTCV’s offer of hands-on environmental opportunities and help for people developing skills for both life and work is as critical as ever.  

· Our work includes
Regular conservation tasks across the UK
UK & International Conservation Holidays
BTCV Green Gym

· Training, from practical skills like hedgelaying to NVQs in Environmental Conservation  and helping unemployed people get back into work

· Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.






INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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