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news release
BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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Turning over a new leaf - £0.3million lottery grant for a Greener Leeds

In fantastic start to the New Year, BTCV the UK’s largest practical environmental charity, is delighted to announce a £0.3million lottery grant that will be spent on involving people from Leeds in the city’s natural environment.

Access to Nature in Leeds is an exciting, three-year project working with volunteers to create welcoming, well managed, wildlife rich sites across Leeds. 20,000 people will be able to access and enjoy nature, particularly in less advantaged areas of the city, thanks to the grant given to BTCV by Natural England as a part of the Big Lottery’s Changing Spaces programme. 
 
“I am absolutely delighted with the news,” said BTCV Area Manager Caroline Crossley, “It’s such a fantastic start to the new year! So many people have worked hard to secure this funding for Leeds, and it is a positive recognition of the huge contribution volunteering brings to the city’s natural environment. I would encourage as many people as possible to check out the www.accessnatureleeds.org website to see how they can get involved. ”
 
The project is being led by BTCV, the UKs largest practical conservation charity, with over thirty years experience working with people in Leeds to take hands-on action to improve their local environment. BTCV wants to create a more sustainable future in Leeds by inspiring people and improving places, creating a better environment where people are valued, included and involved. To do this, BTCV’s two well-known centres - Hollybush and Skelton Grange Environment Centre - will provide a programme of opportunities for volunteering, environmental and conservation skills training, education and natural play, walks and wildlife gardening. As well as Natural England and the Big Lottery’s funding, the programme is being supported by National Grid as a part of their commitment to community and the environment. The project will also be working with Leeds Voice, making sure that the community’s views on Leeds’ natural environment are included in the city’s longer term decision making, so that the positive experiences of Access to Nature in Leeds will last well beyond the project itself.
 
The project is to be announced at the Leeds City Museum’s A Greener City launch, a year long exhibition where museum visitors can be inspired by a collection of short films exploring environmental issues, conservation, healthy living and green spaces within the city of Leeds. People will be able to find out how they can get involved in Access to Nature in Leeds through the project’s own website www.accessnatureleeds.org 
 
-ends-
 
Notes:
 
·   The project will be announced at Leeds City Museum, Millennium Square on Friday 15th January at 6pm. 
·   Photo opportunities and refreshments will be available.
·   Councillor Proctor will be opening the A Greener City exhibition, and will announce the £0.3million Big Lottery grant. Natural England will also be presenting a big cheque to BTCV!
·   Please contact Caroline Crossley at BTCV on 0113 2430815 or 07796862515 or c.crossley@btcv.org.uk for further information.
INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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