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Employment skills for inmates in Cumbria
PRISONERS are being given help to learn new job skills and secure work on their release by a leading UK charity.

BTCV Enterprises, part of BTCV, the UK’s leading conservation charity, is working with prisoners in Cumbria to develop employment skills and support them into work.

Offenders selected to take part in the Skills for Jobs for Offenders programme are visited in prison by a BTCV personal work adviser.

Matt Wall is based at Haverigg Prison in Millom, Lancashire, and works closely with inmates up to two years before the end of their sentence to develop skills and help them achieve qualifications.

Matt helps prisoners prepare for release, arranges jobs and further training and even meets the inmates at the prison gates when they’ve served their sentence. He is on hand for six months after their release to support them and help overcome barriers to employment, and once someone is in work he provides support to help them to sustain it.

“It can be very difficult to find employment when you have a criminal record,” said Matt “So this scheme is making a huge difference to people’s prospects and lives. We work closely with them when they do get a job and carry on with reviews for 6 months to ensure they settle in okay and arrange for someone to visit them if they need support.” 

Matt is based at Haverigg, a Category C prison, and is currently arranging visits to other prisons in Cumbria and the north of England, including HMP Durham.

Matt has volunteered with BTCV in the past and is now employed by the organisation which also works with employers to match suitably prepared and skilled people to job vacancies. 

Ends
For more information, contact:

 

Katie Hallam, PR Officer, BTCV T: 01302 388 833  E: k.hallam@btcv.org.uk
Jane Whitham, Media and Communications Manager, BTCV T:01302 388824  E: j.whitham@btcv.org.uk 

NOTES TO EDITORS

BTCV Enterprises is part of the BTCV Group of companies owned by BTCV, the national volunteering organisation founded in 1959. 

We help employers to fill vacancies and develop their workforce. 

We meet the needs of people new to employment and those who wish to return to work. 

Working with employers, BTCV provides a support service built on our experience of how businesses operate market place activity and the employer’s needs for suitably prepared and skilled people to fill their vacancies.
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