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BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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Networking with Nature for Rail Employees 

Network Rail and BTCV have joined forces to encourage people in Milton Keynes to get involved with improving their local environment.

As part of the new partnership, Network Rail has donated £25,000 to the environmental volunteering charity BTCV to help fund the development and management of a practical environmental volunteer program in and around Milton Keynes. BTCV will deliver the scheme which aims to encourage volunteers to come forward and take a more active role in managing and looking after local green spaces.

A team from Network Rail’s office in Milton Keynes recently joined BTCV on an Employee Action Day – an opportunity for Network Rail staff to have a go at some practical conservation activities in the local community. 
Working at the Hanson Environment Centre, the team took part in a variety of activities such as building an insect hotel from pallets and burying logs to provide new habitats for invertebrates, frogs, hedgehogs and other wildlife. The team also built and installed a rustic bench at the Centre’s entrance to be used by visitors.
As well as working with Network Rail employees, BTCV is also looking to help set up a number of new ‘Friends’ groups with local residents, initially focusing on Downs Barn and New Bradwell Local Parks and working in close association with Milton Keynes Council.  

Janet Ford, Senior Corporate Partnership Manager for BTCV said: “Network Rail and their employees are making a vital contribution by choosing to support practical environmental projects in the Milton Keynes area.  Employee Action Days are an excellent way for business teams to come together outside of the usual work environment, whilst also putting something back into the community where they are based.”
Catherine Doran, director of corporate development at Network Rail, added: “When Network Rail’s new national centre opens in Milton Keynes in two years’ time we will have more than 3,000 employees based in the city. We’ll be encouraging as many of them as possible to get involved in the community and take advantage of partnerships like the one we’ve set up with BTCV. I hope we will have many more team action days - it was a great chance to do something positive for the environment and community”

ENDS
Photo caption – B&B for bugs! Network Rail employees build an insect ‘hotel’
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ABOUT BTCV
BTCV is now the world’s largest environmental volunteering charity, inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places each year.  

Founded in 1959 as the Conservation Corps, BTCV has made a significant impact on the UK and International environment and improved the lives of hundreds of thousands of people.  

Current issues such as climate change and recession mean that BTCV’s offer of hands-on environmental opportunities and help for people developing skills for both life and work is as critical as ever.  

BTCV’s Carbon Army was launched last year in response to the growing threat of climate change

Visit www.btcv/carbonarmy.org for ways to join BTCV’s Carbon Army and make a difference in your community.
BTCV is working closely with Network Rail and other partners to provide team day opportunities for their staff which benefit and improve the local environment.  Employees also have the opportunity to learn new skills, improve their health and wellbeing and contribute to the local community.

For more information about BTCV’s fun-packed Employee Action Days contact BTCV by email at corporate-enquiries@btcv.org.uk 

NETWORK RAIL
The day at the Hanson Environment Centre was delivered as part of a wider charitable partnership which has recently commenced between Network Rail and BTCV.  
Network Rail is extending support to BTCV to facilitate delivery of environmental benefits to communities in the Milton Keynes area.  The partnership is in particular also working in close consultation with Milton Keynes Council, to look at improving the Green Pennant and Green Flag status of their Local Authority parkland areas and initially likely to focus the majority of early activity on parkland at Downs Barn and New Bradwell.
HANSON EDUCATIONAL STUDY CENTRE & NATURE RESERVE
The Hanson Environmental Study Centre is run by Milton Keynes Council as a schools’ field study centre and nature reserve. The Centre's principal service is to provide and teach a range of environmental education programmes for local schools. The 37 hectare nature reserve does not have open access but a membership scheme is in operation. It is a wetland site, home to a wide variety of wildlife and vegetation and is located in Great Linford alongside the River Ouse. 

The site is on the northern edge of Milton Keynes and was formerly a working gravel pit providing building materials for the construction of the nearby M1 motorway and later for the development of Milton Keynes itself. In 1971 ARC (now part of Hanson Aggregates which owns the Centre) and the Game Conservancy set up a major research project on the site, to examine ways of maximising the potential of old gravel pits for wildlife and conservation. After nearly twenty years of scientific research work, the Centre is continuing its role as a place for studying the environment and is now a successful educational field centre.

INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE
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