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BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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Volunteer during studies give your career prospects a boost

Whether you’re doing a gap year or are a graduate at your wits end trying to find employment in difficult economic times, volunteering with conservation charity BTCV can improve your chances of finding that dream job.

During his gap year before university, 19-year-old Ramsey Deans volunteered with BTCV Scotland and found himself digging ponds and doing other valuable tasks.

Ramsey has since been named runner up in Scotland Young People of the Year Awards.

Ramsey, from Fintry, Aberdeenshire won the prize in the Buchanan’s of Scotland Young People of the Year awards for his dedication to environmental projects and for helping elderly people with their gardens.

The teenager’s time with BTCV has inspired him to continue environmental work and he plans to volunteer at university, studies permitting.

But if you’ve already graduated, there is still a chance to boost your CV with volunteering experience and show that you’ve got the edge over other candidates.

Kieren Jones left university with an animal biology degree and was desperately looking for employment for 18 months. He had also applied to teaching courses without success. Signing up to become a BTCV volunteer marked the end of this desperate time and he hasn’t looked back. 

Kieren quickly became a group leader and within a few months he’d applied for a BTCV Natural Talent apprenticeship and was successful.

Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Natural Talent apprenticeships are based either in Scotland or in Northern Ireland. 

The scheme offers amazing opportunities for people with an interest in our natural heritage to pursue a career in the environmental sector and become an expert in specialist ecological and conservation skills.

Kieren said: “I would highly recommend volunteering with BTCV. Not only did it open so many doors for me career-wise but it also improved me on a personal level.

“If you’re reading this and thinking about volunteering, or even if you were like me in the past and have dismissed volunteering, then you should consider BTCV as an option to help you make the breakthrough.

“Or, even if you just have some spare time and want to develop other skills, volunteering with BTCV could be the answer.”

Keiran is now working full-time to encourage the next generation of volunteers.

Masters student Louis Sargent took a gap year after graduating and volunteered for BTCV at the Hollybush Conservation Centre in Leeds for 3-4 days a week. 

Working at a school to develop a large garden at an inner city primary school, this new found passion led Louis to switch academic interests altogether.

BTCV is a UK wide organisation and is also in partnership with international organisations to deliver conservation projects overseas.

Wherever you are, whatever your background or previous experience, you can get involved.

Find out more about how to develop you career with BTCV at www.btcv.org
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For more information, contact:
 

Katie Hallam, PR Officer, BTCV T: 01302 388 833  E: k.hallam@btcv.org.uk
Jane Whitham, Media and Communications Manager, BTCV T:01302 388824 E: j.whitham@btcv.org.uk 



BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  
Our work includes
-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK
-       UK & International Conservation Holidays
-       BTCV Green Gym
-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed  
        people get back into work 
1. Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org
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