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BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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Offenders Help Make Essex Greener
Offenders supervised by Essex Probation Service are carrying out conservation work – and gaining recognised qualifications – as part of an innovative new partnership with leading environmental charity BTCV. 


BTCV is working in partnership with Essex County Council (ECC) and Essex Probation to give offenders the opportunity to carry out unpaid environmental work as part of their court order. 

Between September 2009 and March 2010, offenders from Colchester, Chelmsford and Basildon work three days a week on projects such as maintaining special verges where wildlife flourishes, clearing back bushes, and improving access to coastal paths. 

All successful participants will receive an NVQ Level 1 in Communication and Teamwork and they can potentially work towards a City and Guilds certificate in Highways Management, making their CV more attractive to employers. 

By the end of the project it is estimated that 120 offenders will have taken part and made visible reparations to communities as part of their court order. 

The work also forms part of a wider strategy across Essex to make Probation’s Community Payback scheme - where offenders undertake a number of set hours of work in the community under court order - more localised and reflects community requests for action in their local area. 

Councillor Tracey Chapman, Cabinet Member for Environment and Waste said: “Taking pride in our county and how it looks is something all of us can get involved in. We’re working to improve gateways into Essex, not only to make them more attractive but to increase biodiversity wherever possible following the county’s biodiversity action plan.” 

“It is pleasing to see offenders giving back to the community and gaining valuable work experience at the same time and I hope that working on the project boosts their potential employability.” 

Jon Bayley, Essex Gateways Project Trainer, BTCV said: “BTCV is working in conjunction with ECC to improve the employability of people who have been through the probation system and increase their awareness of the natural environment and its value.” 


The scheme is already proving successful. 


A 25-year-old who took part now plans to undertake a course in Conservation and Countryside Management at a local college having decided he would like a career in conservation. 
  
Another offender, aged 35, has gained so much from the conservation work undertaken he is going to continue coming out to work with the group every week on a voluntary basis. Neither of these men had done any volunteering or conservation work before. 


Jon Bayley added, “I see participants gain an increased knowledge and awareness of the countryside, its ecology, and the issues facing it. I think the NVQ in employability skills is a great way of ensuring that the 
unpaid work order has the maximum positive effect for the offender and the community. 

“I also see an increase in confidence and pro-social behaviour occurring as the groups go through the weeks together.”

Essex Probation Director Pete Mangan said, “We are delighted that our work with both the County Council and BTCV is producing the results we’re after. Giving offenders the skills to get a job is a major factor in cutting crime, and this partnership is a good example of Essex agencies working together to achieve this.” 

Ends

For more information, contact:

 

Katie Hallam, PR Officer, BTCV T: 01302 388 833  E: k.hallam@btcv.org.uk
Jane Whitham, Media and Communications Manager, BTCV T:01302 388824 E: j.whitham@btcv.org.uk 

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  

Our work includes
-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK
-       UK & International Conservation Holidays
-       BTCV Green Gym
-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed  

        people get back into work 

· Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.

Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org







INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE
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