
 [image: image1.jpg]TCV.

News Release




BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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VOLUNTEERING SCHEME IMPROVES FOCUS FOR LONG TERM UNEMPLOYED
Unemployed people who have been given increased access to volunteering options say the new package of support is helping boost their confidence and job prospects.

From April this year JobCentre Plus customers who have been out of work for six months or more have been offered the opportunity to take part in a Work Focused Volunteering Placement Scheme.

BTCV, the leading environmental charity, is one of four volunteering organisations delivering the scheme which is run in partnership with CSV, VE and V. 
It’s an innovative and ambitious programme for the Third Sector to work directly with individual job seekers.

BTCV has placed 1128 unemployed volunteers since the programme went live in April. Together the partner organisations have placed more than 2365 volunteers.

Among the satisfied volunteers is 31-year-old Ian from London.

Ian, a retail manager, had been out of work for six months when he agreed to a one day volunteering placement clearing an allotment.

He enjoyed his BTCV volunteering placement so much he returned for a further two task days. 

“I now have a paid job but I put that I had volunteered on my CV and I think it looked really impressive and gave me something to talk about at interview,” explained Ian.

“I would really recommend it to other people who are in the position that I was.”

Glenn, 53, from East London has been unemployed since 2001.

He has been volunteering at a charity store for two days a week since August and feels the Work Focused Volunteering Placement Scheme has helped him prepare for a return to work.

“This has been the best thing I’ve done for years. It’s the first time I’ve really wanted to go back to work.  It’s given me a real sense of purpose and it’s rewarding knowing that I am doing something that really helps other people.”

Tom Flood CBE, BTCV Chief Executive, said: "Volunteering with BTCV gives jobseekers' CV's credibility and is also the impetus towards a healthier, more environmentally friendly lifestyle.
“Many individuals who have been on Job Seekers’ Allowance for over six months lack motivation and self esteem and volunteering with BTCV and its partners through this scheme  is the first step to regaining confidence and learning new skills.
"For people who have been out of work for a long time, or who have never had a job, newly acquired skills learned by volunteering can make all the difference. It also demonstrates to a potential employer that the volunteer is capable of holding down a job.”
In the next four years BTCV is aiming to actively support 1.5 million people in environmental action and move 50,000 people into employment.  BTCV makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  
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MUD. SWEAT& CHEERS!




2009 is BTCV’s 50th Anniversary.   Help us bring out the green in people and places by supporting our Mud, Sweat and Cheers campaign www.btcv.org/mudsweatcheers

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world’s largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  


Our work includes
-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK
-       UK & International Conservation Holidays
-       BTCV Green Gym
-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed  

        people get back into work 

· Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.
Tel: 01302 388 883  Email: information@btcv.org.uk    www.btcv.org
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