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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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Investing in people brings local charity Bronze success

South Yorkshire based charity BTCV prides itself on inspiring people and improving places.

Now BTCV can add another feather to its cap – the prestigious Bronze status at its recent Investors in People review.

The award acknowledges BTCV’s commitment to excellent people management practices.
BTCV, one of the country’s leading environmental charities, is now among just three per cent of Investors in People across the UK that have achieved Bronze recognition.
Commenting on the award, BTCV’s training manager Jim Aberdein said: “This recognition is for the professionalism and commitment of everyone at all levels in the organisation. I am delighted that BTCV has been recognised for the way it treats staff within the organisation.” 
Chris Jones, Head of Investors in People Yorkshire & Humber said “This is a fantastic achievement for BTCV and I would like to congratulate the organisation and its people on their commitment to continuous improvement. At Investors in People Yorkshire & Humber we are committed to working with organisations to raise standards and improve performance through people. 
“By offering a flexible, practical and easy to use business improvement framework, Investors in People is designed to help organisations and their people enhance performance and meet goals. By achieving Bronze recognition, BTCV is certainly working to do this.” 

BTCV has also been awarded CHAS status this week. CHAS stands for Contractor Health and Safety Assurance Scheme and is a list of approved businesses who have had their national safety standards assessed. BTCV has now been entered onto a UK wide list of trustworthy contractors.
With over 800 employees and more than 300,000 volunteers, BTCV has been an Investors in People organisation since 1996 and offers training, skills, work and health programmes through environmental volunteering.

Ends

For more information contact BTCV Press Office on 01302 388 824 or email pressoffice@btcv.org.uk
About BTCV

BTCV is now the world’s largest environmental volunteering charity, inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  

Founded in 1959 as the Conservation Corps, BTCV has made a significant impact on the UK and International environment and improved the lives of hundreds of thousands of people.  

Current issues such as climate change and recession mean that BTCV’s offer of hands-on environmental opportunities and help for people developing skills for both life and work is as critical as ever.  

About Investors in People 
· Investors in People offers a practical, flexible and easy to use tool for improving business performance and competitiveness through good practice in people management.

· An organisation that has achieved Investors in People has been successful in adopting and maintaining its three fundamental principles: Plan - developing strategies to improve the performance of the organisation, from business goals to leadership strategies; Do - implementing those strategies, taking action to improve the performance of the organisation; Review - evaluating and adjusting those strategies, measuring their impact on the performance of the organisation. 

· The Investors in People framework is promoted, developed and delivered by Investors in People UK – an organisation whose main stakeholder is the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills. From 1 April 2010, the UK Commission for Employment and Skills will assume strategic responsibility for the Investors in People framework and brand.
 

· The Investors in People framework is delivered by a partner network:

1. In England, the network of Investors in People Centres. 
2. In Scotland, Scottish Enterprise (SE) or Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE). 

3. In Wales, the Business Skills Delivery Team at the Department for Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills, Welsh Assembly Government.

4. In Northern Ireland, the Department for Employment of Learning.

· Investors in People Yorkshire and Humber is the licensed regional Centre, offering advisory and assessment services relating to the framework.

For more information on Investors in People please visit www.investorsinpeople.co.uk or visit Investors in People Yorkshire & Humber via www.i-dg.co.uk 






INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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