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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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UNIQUE SCHEME TO TAKE INCAPACITY CLAIMANTS OFF BENEFITS WORKS, SAYS YORKSHIRE EMPLOYER

AS the Conservative Party outlines its plans to move 400,000 incapacity claimants off benefits, a South Yorkshire business has endorsed a scheme which gets the long term sick back to work.
VeryPC, an award winning green IT manufacturer based in Sheffield, has found jobs for six long term unemployed people through a unique back to work programme delivered by leading environmental charity BTCV.

BTCV’s Work Preparation scheme is delivered in Sheffield and works with 500 people each year who are claiming incapacity benefits.

VeryPC’s Chief Executive, Peter Hopton said: “The great thing about BTCV’s Work Preparation scheme is that it takes so much of the guesswork out of recruitment. 

“Over the course of a 30 day placement, not only does someone who has been on long term sick get a chance to assess whether they are really ready to start work again, but we, as an employer have a great chance to assess the skills and suitability of a prospective employee. 

“When an employment opportunity does arise, we can draw on this fantastic resource to hire someone who we know will be highly suited to the job and is also sure that they personally want to work with VeryPC. 

“It’s also very satisfying to know that we are involved in an important step on the way back to work for so many local people.”

Environmental charity BTCV is a large scale national organisation that delivers a multitude of small scale local projects. 
Chief Executive Tom Flood CBE explained: “This year marks our 50th anniversary - five decades of inspiring people and improving places. In that time we have consistently supported people improving their local environment and achieving a more active, healthy and skilled society.
“Our long term goal is to make a difference to the widest range of people in society. Our vision remains simple – to create a better environment where people are valued, included and involved.” 

In the next four years BTCV is aiming to actively support 1.5 million people in environmental action and move 50,000 people into employment. 
It plans to develop and build on programmes like the one delivered in Sheffield.

Tom Flood added: “There is a reason why Third Sector delivery of public service contracts has rocketed over the past decade. It is because we are good at them. Every £1 invested by BTCV’s funders has a social value of around £4.

“Getting involved with BTCV is often the impetus towards a healthier, more environmentally friendly lifestyle.

“As volunteers and clients make a contribution and have it recognised their self respect increases and so does their motivation. The success stories at VeryPC are testimony to this.”
Ends

For more information, interviews or photographs please contact BTCV Press Office at pressoffice@btcv.org or phone 01302 388 824 or alternatively contact Alan Robinson

Creative Manager, VeryPC, on 0845 0345 017  or mobile 07528 202726.
INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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