A 1300-year-old pilgrims’ path considered to be the gateway to Christianity in the UK has been restored by conservation charity BTCV.
BTCV, the UK’s leading conservation volunteering charity, was helped by Essex probationers undertaking community payback orders.
The newly improved St Peter’s Way which leads to St Peter’s Chapel in Bracewell-on-Sea, Essex, will now be given a special blessing by The Ven. David Lowman, Archdeacon of Southend.

The ambitious project which took several months saw probationers working under supervision of the BTCV to carry out improvements to the chapel’s coastal paths.
A number of other partners also contributed to the project, including The Environment Agency, who provided heavy machinery and planning consents, the CLA, the Othona Community, Strutt and Parker Farms, and Essex Wildlife Trust as well as Essex County Council. 

St Peter’s Chapel in Bradwell-on-Sea is a place of extreme historic, cultural and environmental significance and is situated next to rare mudflats and saltmarsh.
Built in 654 AD by St Cedd of Lindisfarne, the chapel is considered to be the gateway to Christianity in the UK and today it plays home to the annual Bradwell pilgrimage which sees thousands of visitors arrive at St Peter’s. 

The blessing ceremony to celebrate the work at St Peter’s will take place on Friday, 26 March at 2pm.
Jon Bayley, BTCV project officer, said: “This project is proof that BTCV can work effectively with probationers to produce great results for them and for the local environment.  I’m delighted that the work is being supported by the Archdeacon and hope the path will be widely used by locals and visitors alike.”


Councillor Tracey Chapman, Cabinet Member for Environment and Waste said: “I am extremely proud of this project, which has not only improved access to a beautiful and ancient site but has seen probationers performing positive community payback. I hope the site will continue to be enjoyed by visitors for generations to come.”

 
-ENDS-
The blessing ceremony is open to media. 

For more information or to organise interviews or filming, please contact Nicola Toulson in Communications on 01245 430929 or email nicola.toulson@essex.gov.uk
Notes to Editors:

From September 2009 to March 2010, offenders from Colchester, Chelmsford and Basildon have worked three days a week on community projects such as maintaining special verges where wildlife flourishes, clearing back bushes, and improving access to coastal paths. 

By the end of the project it is estimated that 120 offenders will have taken part and made visible reparations to communities as part of their court order. 

The work also forms part of a wider strategy across Essex to make its Community Payback scheme - where offenders undertake a number of set hours of work in the community under court order - more localised and reflects community requests for action in their local area.  
About BTCV

BTCV is now the world’s largest environmental volunteering charity, inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.  
Founded in 1959 as the Conservation Corps, BTCV has made a significant impact on the UK and International environment and improved the lives of hundreds of thousands of people.  

Current issues such as climate change and recession mean that BTCV’s offer of hands-on environmental opportunities and help for people developing skills for both life and work is as critical as ever.  

www.btcv.org 

Media enquiries to pressoffice@btcv.org.uk or phone the press office on 01302 388 888.

