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Brighter futures for young and unemployed

Eight young people who been out of work for almost a year are today looking forward to brighter futures after securing work through a new government scheme delivered by conservation charity BTCV.

In the past three months a group of jobless youngsters from York have been recruited by the UK’s leading conservation charity BTCV through the Government’s Future Jobs Fund. 

BTCV is delivering the jobs under contract to the North Yorkshire Learning Consortium. Consortium (NYLC) who were the only locally based Third Sector organisation in the York and North Yorkshire Sub Region to achieve a contract in the first round of funding.

The 18 to 24-year-olds are working as Assistant Field Officers for a minimum of six months and are already learning new skills which will better equip to continue their careers with BTCV or seek employment elsewhere.
Future Jobs Fund was launched in last year and runs until March 2011, with the aim of creating 170,000 additional jobs. Around 10,000 of these jobs are expected to be “green jobs”.

The York group, under the supervision of a BTCV Project Supervisor, have been developing their skills by building a nature garden at a school in the city. 

They’ve transformed a patch of land into a pond with a dipping platform and built living willow tunnels for the children to explore.

The next phase of work will see the group build raised beds, so pupils can grow their own vegetables in the coming years.

Today, Yvette Cooper, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, visited St George’s School in York to meet the new recruits and see their impressive conservation work. She said, “I have been really impressed with the talent and enthusiasm of the young people I have met today.

“This is why we are making the extra investment in job support which I saw already making a difference today, keeping unemployment less than half the level of the last recession and much lower than everyone expected. But things are still tough for a lot of people - especially for young people. 

“That's why it is important to guarantee that young people won't become long term unemployed and why we're investing in these new youth jobs now.”

Kevin Jones, BTCV’s Operations Director – North, said: “This project demonstrates how conservation charities like BTCV are well placed to create jobs and provide “on the job” training at the heart of communities.
“These young people are learning new practical skills and gaining confidence all the time. Not only are they benefitting in terms of skills and job prospects, the local community and the environment are benefitting too.
“BTCV delivers a range of work and training schemes on behalf of the Department for Work and Pensions and we are delighted that Yvette Cooper has recognised the excellent work going on.”
Sue Vasey, Chief Executive of NYLC, said: “We are delighted with the response from employers from the “not for profit” sector to our Future Jobs Fund activities. They see this as an ideal opportunity to help local young people get a foot on the job ladder and are well placed to support those who have barriers to overcome to reach their potential.” 

Newly appointed BTCV Assistant Field Officer  Richard Heels, one of the eight people who met Yvette Cooper, said: “ I was unemployed for 2 years after leaving school and have never had a job before so my confidence really suffered.
 
“I’m really enjoying my new conservation job and transforming the school grounds has been a fantastic team effort. I’m learning a lot of handy skills and I’m really interested now in continuing my career in gardening or conservation.” 
ENDS
Contact: BTCV Press Office on 01302 388888, pressoffice@btcv.org.uk or visit www.btcv.org  

Notes to editors

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world's largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.

Its work includes

-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK

-       UK & International Conservation Holidays

-       BTCV Green Gym

-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed people get back into work

-       Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.







INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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