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news release

BTCV is the UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV supports 300,000 volunteers every year to take hands-on action to improve both the rural and urban environments.
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Camden's Community Orchards

Over 50 local volunteers came together over 3 days last November and December to re-create the kitchen garden at Lauderdale House, Waterlow Park.

Following the success and local interest, Camden Council have now partnered with BTCV's Carbon Army in developing an ambitious project to plant Community Orchards in housing estates and sheltered housing across Camden.

Camden Council have been actively canvassing local interest, with the key pre-requisite being that local residents take ownership of their new orchard. BTCV will be facilitating each event with a focus on engaging as many residents from the local communities in the planning, preparation and planting.

 Local residents will also be offered follow-up training to ensure they know how to care for, prune and make the most of their new local food resource.

 The projects aims are to promote local interest in food growing, green housing estates and encourage community groups to develop communal gardening projects in their neighbourhood. 

The local gardening clubs at Taplow Estate are keen to expand straight away, and have just been awarded a separate grant to improve another neglected green space on the estate. BTCV hope to be able to come back later in the year to give them a helping hand!



BTCV launched the Carbon Army last year during the Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen, with over 6,000 volunteers demonstrating a real commitment to tackling climate change through local collective action.

http://www2.btcv.org.uk/display/carbonarmy

ENDS
BTCV Press Office on 01302 388888 or visit www.btcv.org.uk
Notes to editors

BTCV, a registered charity, is now the world's largest team of green volunteers.  It makes a significant impact on the UK and International environment by inspiring 300,000 people to look after more than 50,000 places.

Its work includes

-       Regular conservation tasks across the UK

-       UK & International Conservation Holidays

-       BTCV Green Gym

-       Training from hedgelaying and NVQs in Environmental Conservation to helping unemployed people get back into work

-       Online shop, including native trees and plants, conservation handbooks and tools.







INSPIRING PEOPLE, IMPROVING PLACES 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE
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